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In an Old Garden 


By Arthur Wallace Peach 


MARBLE cross within a garden set— 
Strange fancy of a pious mind, you say? 
Cold stone beside the violet, 
Mute ’mid the birds of May! 
“Strange fancy’”’? 
thought ? 
Amid the changing seasons changeless e’er 


Nay, what wiser, deeper 


This cross for time eternal wrought— 
Love’s hope, and death’s despair! 


<P EO RIAD 


How God Answers 


One who can make something out of nothing 
cannot be defeated. That is why God, promising to 
do things for us if only we ask him to, is sure of 
keeping his word, He. will keep his word if’ he has 
to perform an act of creation to do so. A tremen- 
dous prayer was once offered to God, in the name of 
Jesus,—though the intercessors did not have our 
Scriptures nor reason it all out,—when four men 
opened a hole in the roof of a house and lowered a 





paralytic down till he lay at the very feet of our 
Lord. And when Christ saw this faith-filled prayer, 
and said to the paralyzed, powerless man, “Arise, take 


up thy bed, and go unto 
a thing was being done 
before when he had said (Gen. 1: : “Let there be 
light: and there was light.” We must not forget 
that it was through Christ that every act of creation 


thy house,” 
as that same 


as stupendous 
Christ did long 


in the universe has always been wrought. “All things 
were made through him; and without him was not 
anything made that hath been made” (John 1:3: Col 
1:16; Heb. 1:2). No wonder this Jesus could say 
(John 15:7) that the abiding Christian, in whom i S 
words abide, may ask whatsoever he will and it shal 
be created unto him. The word “done” in that verse, 
“and it shall be done unto you,” is the Greek word 


ginomai into existence, receive be 
It is the same word as in John 3, “All 


the same word 


, meaning to come 
ing, be made. 


things were made through him”; 


again is in the passage, “Command that these stones 
become bread” (Matt. 4:3); and, “the water now 
become wine” (John 2:9). The one to whom we 
pray is not only our Father and our Saviour, but our 
Creator; and all his powers are ours to call upon. 


— 


Satan’s Fear 


Satan cannot stand against God’s works, And 
God works ‘specifically against Satan when Christians 
ask Him to do so. “Asking God” is prayer. There- 
fore Satan hates prayer. In “A Call to Prayer” a 
powerful British writer, explaining Satan’s dread of 
prayer, says: “He knows he cannot frighten saints 
with hideous features, or overcome them by coarse 
enticements. He stands at the portal of prayer as an 


‘angel of light.” He does not attack, he diverts. The 
Church that lacks prayer is-usually full of good 


works, Activities are multiplied that devotion and 
meditation may be ousted, and organizations are in- 
creased that prayer may have no chance. Souls may 
be lost in good works, as surely as in evil ways. The 
one concern of the Devil is to keep the saints from 
prayer. He fears nothing from prayerless studies, 
prayerless work, prayerless religion. He laughs at 


our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when 
we pray.”’, Why not keep Satan on the rack all the 
time ¢ 


yA 
What Death Leads To 


Death leads either to better things, or to worse 
things, than we had in life. Those who had Christ 
as Saviour before death will have better things with 
him after death. Those who would not have Christ 
as Saviour before death will have, after death, un- 
speakably worse things than the worst that can be 
known in this life. Our Lord’s own teaching on this 
is unmistakably clear. But, having taken Christ, we 
do not need to wait until after physical death for 
some of the “better things.” We can, before death, 


He 


die with Christ here and now and thereby have some 
of our best blessings here and now. Uf by the Spirit 
we put to death the deeds, or doings, of the body 
(Rom. 8:13), we can know the joys of Christ’s own 
life as our life now. “Do not,” writes a Christian 
woman to a friend, “let a nerve, a muscle, a fiber, a 
drop of blood shrink from the death. ‘Conformed 
to His death” And conformed means ‘shaped just 
like.” When we “become obedient unto death, yea, 
the death of the cross,” as Christ did, then God, giv- 
ing us Christ's own life as our new risen life, “highly 
exalts” us as he did Christ, and our life is hid with 
Christ in God on the throne at the right hand of God. 
So let us die before we die. 


- 


Victory’s Humiliation 


We say that it is humiliating to be defeated. And 
itis. It is humiliating to be reminded how weak, how 
helpless, we really are, But a Christian man who was 
praying with some friends the other day for victory 
an his own life received a surprise when one of them 


voiced this prayer, “O Lord, may every victory press 
us lower down at the foot of the cross.” Not every 
defeat, but every victory! And that was a God-given 


prayer. For who wins our victories? Certainly not 


we. Man can no more win a victory over his sinful 
nature than he can win his way into heaven. He can, 
of course, by sheer will-power, prevent his sinful na 
ture from expressing itself in this or that way; but 
that is not victory. That is only repression. Victory 
is having the power of his sinful nature “destroyed,” 
or “done away” (Rom. 6:6), so that he is “free from 


the law of sin” (Rom. 8:2). And only Christ can do 
that for him. Every such victory, wholly super- 
natural and miraculous, should remind him with 
humiliation of his own utter impotence to accomplish 
it, and of the marvelous and superabounding love and 
grace of his Lord who has accomplished it. It is a 


Does God’s Forgiveness Pauperize Us 


66 QW HAD rather go to hell on my own feet than go 


to heaven on the back of another man.” So a 

well-known minister is quoted as saying And 
the terrible words accurately and honestly reflect th 
feeling of a great many toward God’s plan of salva 
tion through the death of Christ. They say, with 
indignation and vehemence, that if by the death of 
Christ is meant that Christ had to die as the substi- 
tute for men, receiving the penalty that men deserve 
to receive because of their own sins, then any such 
salvation for men is immoral. As _ self-respecting 


men their own manhood revolts against such an idea; 
and they will have none of it. If getting to heaven 
means being pauperized in this way, they are not 
interested in heaven. Their idea of God is that it 
is his purpose to help men to elevate themselves, not 
to humiliate and degrade them; he would help men to 
respect themselves, not to despise themselves 


The idea of mercy is not attractive to the average 


man, anyway. The idea that ie needs merey, that is. 
What he wants is justice, he says. He is willing to 
consider being merciful toward some other poor 


creature, if mercy is needed; but he prides himself on 


going through life begging no favors of anybody, 
and simply asking that he receive “a square deal” and 
be given all that justice requires, He is not a crim- 
inal; he is not a sot; he is not a pauper; he is earning 
his own way as he goes; he is “doing his bit” in the 
world’s work and welfare; and he believes God 
would have him die as he has lived, head up, shoul- 
ders back, face to the front, a real man. Of course 
he has made some mistakes, and even committed 
some sins, but he has nevertheless honestly tried to 
do well—and he believes he has succeeded in that 
honest endeavor pretty well. He has never sent sub- 
stitutes into any duty or work that was his: and he 
does not like the idea of getting into heaven by any 
“substitute” pathway. He does not want to be made 
a pauper: and he does not believe that God asks him 
to be made one. 


humiliating thing to live the Victorious Life. May 
we live continually in this humiliation. 

ve 

This reasoning is appealing; but it betrays igner- 
aice at veral important points 

No man who reasons in this way knows what sin 
really is. 

Nor does he know the real condition of the man 
who has sinned 

He does not, again, know what the character of 
God ts, nor His holiness. 

When the facts as to sin, the sinner, and God. “he 


gin to dawn upon a man he will find that he has to 
taake some fundamental changes in his reasoning and 
in his whele outlook upon time and eternity. 

Sin, for example, according to God’s Word on the 


subject, is a breaking over the divine boundary be- 
tween good and evil: a doing of that which is in 
itself wrong: an abandoning of right: failure to meet 
God’s standard; setting up one’s own will against 
the will of God; refusing to recognize law, which 
means anarchy; unbelief, or insultingly making God 

liar. These elements in sin have been brought to- 


gether by those who have 
about it; and 
the that 


committed 


studied what God has to say 
these elements have all entered into 
the man, and every man, has 
They make his sin a desperately scrious 
matter; that neither he himself nor any 
man can possibly cope with it, or undo its disaster 

If sin is such a desperate and dreadful thing, 


sins average 


so desperate 


SO 1S 





the condition of the man into whose being sin has 
entered. The fact that such a man may be a re- 
spectable citizen, obeying every man-made law, pay- 
ing his debts promptly, contributing generously and 
habitually to the welfare of his neighbors and state 
and even of the whole world, a good husband and 
father and friend, even a church-member,—all these 
favorable facts have no more bearing upon the 

iri ondition of the unsaved sinner, as seen 
and diagnosed by God, than the same facts would 
have in “the eyes of the local Board of Health if they 
found that he had smallpox or leprosy. In the case 


of the physical disease something would have to be 
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done about it; and a responsible physician represent- 
ing the Board of Health, and thus the government, 
would decide what. God claims to be the physician 
representing the government of the universe who de- 
cides the only hopeful course for the sin-diseased 
man to take, 

Whether the self-respecting man likes it or not, 
God, who really knows, describes his condition (as Mr. 
Chafer brought out in his article, “What Really Is the 


Gospel?” in The Sunday School Times of December | 


22), by such terms as “lost,” “condemned,” “dead in 
_trespasses and sins,” “blind,” “children of Satan,” and 
“children of wrath.” The mind of the man who has 
ever sinned, says God, “is death; . . . because the 
mind of the flesh [that is, the natural man] is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can it be” (Rom. 8:6, 7). This is a 
pretty serious condition, Moral living is not going 
to remedy or even alter it a particle. For the nat- 
ural man, with sin in his system, is bound to go on 
sinning in one way or another; he cannot stop sin- 
ning; sin is at the root of his being and must express 
itself,—sin against the perfect law of God, that is,— 
no matter how careful the man may be to conform to 
the usual requirements of men and everyday life. 

Now God is sinless, and absolutely holy. His inner- 
most being as well as all his thoughts and actions are, 
and have been from all eternity and will be unto all 
eternity, absolutely and unimprovably perfect, fault- 
less, sinless, and holy. Holy not only in the sense 
of the absence of all sin, but in the presence of all 
~ righteousness. Not only in refraining from sinning, 
but in doing everything that ought to be done, does 
God’s perfection and absolute holiness consist and 
express itself. 

Therefore the “good” man who ever, under any 
circumstances, has broken a single, “tiny” point of 
the law of God, has as hopelessly separated himself 
from this holy and perfect God as if he had broken 
the whole law at every point. This is not a theory 
of man; it is what God says about it, “For whosg- 
ever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one 
point, he is become guilty of all” (James 2: 10). 

Now think of heaven, as God’s home, filled with 
humanly law-abiding, respectable persons whose be- 
ings nevertheless are sinful and sin-enbondaged for 
eternity, because they have sinned and have taken 
into themselves a poison against which they are as 


helpless as a leper would be to cleanse his own body ° 


.from leprosy by simply doing good! Such a situation 
is unthinkable. There could be no fellowship between 
God and such persons. Heaven would be a mockery 
for them. 

With full knowledge of all these facts, God,.in love 
and pity and mercy for the awful condition of sin- 
poisoned, sin-diseased, sin-enbondaged mankind, did 
something about it. Man could do nothing about it 
himself. God cannot countenance sin and be God. 
He cannot condone it, cannot “wink” at it; cannot 
indulgently and soft-heartedly say to sinful men that 
he will just ignore the fact that they have sinned and 
are sinful and always will be sinful, We must re- 
member that, “though God is a father, he is not a 
grandfather.” - 

And so, with holiness and righteousness and justice 
—that justice upon which the average man prides 
himself and which he so loves to talk about and 
render to others amd ask for himself—God comes 
forward and says that He himself 
will pay the necessary penalty of 


- You cannot pauperize a pauper. 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“I know that Jesus is meeting 
all my needs now, because 
his grace is sufficient for me.’’ 














God? “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him 
should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3: 16). 

This is the way that-God forgives man’s sins. And 
does God’s forgiveness pauperize men? 

Look at the cartoon on this page by Mr. Pace, who 
was formérly a newspaper man in Chicago, a car- 
toonist then drawing a different kind of pictures, and 
who learned what God’s way of salvation was and 
accepted it. Study the condition of the man who 
has been brought to the brink of the precipice of 
despair by his own sins, and, dragging the intolerable 
ball and chain of “The Past” with him, is about to 
plunge down into the black gulf. Do you see the key 
that Christ holds out to him, “Divine Forgiveness” ? 
That key will unlock the padlock that: fastens this 
man’s black, hopeless, and sinful past to him. More 
than that, the divine forgiveness will cleanse that 
man’s very being, washing him whiter than snow and 
healing his sin-disease. 

If he accepts God’s forgiveness through Christ, will 
he be pauperized by it? 

No; God’s forgiveness does not pauperize men. 
And every man is 
as helpless, hopeless a pauper in the sight of God as 
the wretched soul in the picture, pauperised for time 
und eternity by his own sin. 

But, praise God, not hopeless if he will let God 
deal with him,—no, better still, if he will but believe 
God’s Word that God has dealt forever with his sin 
through the death of Christ. 

God’s forgiveness ends our pauperism; it makes 
multi-millionaires of sin’s paupers. Shall we accept 
our riches—eternal life? 





NOTES 
ON OPEN LETTERS 





Does God or Satan Send Sickness? 


Some months ago a minister stated in our prayer- 
meeting that God foreknew that man would sin, but 
that sin was not in God’s plan. 

How could God have planned a remedy for sin, from 
before the foundation of the world, if what the remedy 
was for was not also in His plan? 

At the time of the “Infantile Paralysis’ epidemic a 
minister stated in our prayer-meeting that this disease 
“was not from God.” 

Does not the Bible plainly teach that God sends, in 
his providence, famines and pestilences and other evils, 


JANUARY 12, 1918 


as punishments to nations? “And if... ye will not 
be reformed unto me, ... I will send the pestilence 
among you” (Lev. 26 : 23-25).—A New York State Reader: 


God uses sickness to carry out his purposes.. He 
declares that in the passage quoted; and the Bible has 
many such records. But not all sickness is from 
God; this also is made plain in the Bible. Job’s 
sickness was not from ; it was from Satan, 
whom God permitted to test His servant Job (Job 
2:3-7). And of a certain woman described in the 
New Testament our Lord Jesus said, “Ought not this 
woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 
hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, to have been 
loosed from this bond?” (Luke 13:16.) The woman 
had been so “bowed together” by her sickness that 
she “could in no wise lift herself up,” and Jesus had 


healed her, delivering her from this bondage of . 


Satan. In the lesson of January 27 we find our Lord 
dealing first of all with the sins of the man sick of 
the palsy (Mark 2: 1-12), and then with his sickness ; 
plainly showing that the disease was a fruit of the 
sin-root. All of which shows that God may send 
sickness, and Satan may send sickness; while Gods 
can heal sickness no matter what: is the occasion of 
its coming. 

Let us never make the mistake of thinking that 
God planned sin. The minister quoted in this letter 
was right: God foreknew that man would sin, but 
God did not plan man’s sin. Sinful spirits and sin- 
ful men, both made sinful by their own deliberate 
choice, alone are responsible for sin—not God. But 
God .in his foreknowledge and infinite love did plan 
the all-sufficient remedy for the sin for which he was 
not responsible; and for this we who accept his 
remedy in the shed blood of his Son our Saviour 
shall praise him through all eternity. 


-— 
A Poverty-Stricken Idea of Prayer 


Will you kindly tell me what, in your opinion, con- 
stitutes true prayer? Does getting ourselves over on 
to God’s side constitute the whole of prayer, as some 
affirm?—A Nova Scotia Inquirer. 


Suppose it were a time of famine. Suppose you 
and your family had not a particle of food in the 
house or any way of buying any; but a central bureau 
of relief had notified the public that all persons who 
were in ‘real need of food could secure, free of 
charge, whatever food they needed by applying for 
it.. Would you feel that “getting yourself over on to 
the bureau’s side” constituted the .whole of your 
needed relief? Would you suggest to your family 
that they go with you to the bureau, talk with the 
person, in charge,, get his viewpoint, get into, entire 
sympathy with him so that the fellowship between’ you 
was complete and you would agree in everything, and 
that would cover the whole case? Or would your 
family think. that a: pretty poor substitute for food 
for their starving bodies? 

The talk, of which we hear a good deal these days, 
about prayer being chiefly or entirely a matter of 
“communion” with God so that we get over on to his 
side, is as sheer nonsense as the illustration just used. 
The great message of the Word of God about prayer 
is that it is a method by which we can get things from 
God by asking him for them. Yes, it is just as simple 
as that. True, it includes more than 
that. It includes “eal communion or 








man’s sin, and pay it to the utter- 
most! Becoming man, taking upon 
himself a physical, human body, God 
the Son, who knew no sin, was act- 
ually “made to be sin on our behalf,” 
and received into himself the neces- 
sary wrath and curse of God upon 
sin, so that, paying the full penalty 
of our sin as our substitute, “we 
might become the righteousness of 
God in him” (2 Cor, 5:21). Christ 
died for us. He is “the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world!” (John 1:29.) He poured 
out his life-blood in death that we 
might live; “apart from shedding of 
blood is no remission” (Heb. 9: 22). 
And by his death as the substitute 
of sinning mankind the entire death- 
penalty of the entire human race 
was wholly paid. “One died for all” 
(2 Cor. 5:14). “The Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa. 
53:6). “That he by the grace of 
God should taste death for every 
man” (Heb. 2:9). “And he is the 
propitiation for our sins; and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins 
of the whole world” (1 John 2: 2). 
The sin-penalty for all mankind 
having been completely paid, God 
now asks but one question of all: 
“Do you believe that your penalty is 
paid by the death of my Son? I 
give you my word. that it is; will you 
accept my word?” The only question 
that man needs to answer is, Do I be- 
lieve God, or do I refuse to believe 





Before you leap, 
look behind ‘you. 





fellowship with God; and praise and 
thanksgiving; and worship and ador- 
ation. But the heart of prayer as it 
is described for us throughout the 
Word of God is this: that we, as 
helpless little children, are to come 
pleading simply the name and merits 
and the shed blood and the finished 
work of Jesus, and ask our heavenly 
Father to give gifts to us and to 
others, or to accomplish things for 
us and for others, which he alone is 
able to give and to accomplish. 
Prayer puts us into the position of 
helpless, undeserving petitioners, ask- 
ing and receiving of the riches of 
God’s grace. Prayer, in God’s Word, 
does not appeal to our merits or at- 
tainments or qualifications for fel- 
lowship with God. It is just as. hu- 
miliating to the natural pride of sin- 
ful human nature as is all the rest of 
God’s' grace, available to us only 
through “the offense of the cross” 
(Gal. 5:11). 

And we don’t “get ourselves over 
on to God’s side” by prayer. We get 
there only ‘by belief. Christ is the 
only one who ever “gets us over on 
to God's side.” When he poured out 
his fife-blood and died as the substi- 
tute for our sins he bridged the gulf 
between us sinners and the holy God. 
If we believe, Christ puts us over on 

~God’s side, and we are safe—saved. 
Then we can ask God in the name of 
Jesus, to do things for us. And then 
things begin to happen. 





ae 





ae, ae ae. ae a ee ee eM) ee 


a 


ee ee ee eee ee es ee i ed cee I 


1 #& weet two = @& A ob wt ™ 08 eh A OO ee 


pet pe 1) 


“weaned 


oower 


are 


rh gO ve Ph eer 


it 
r 
it 
i- 
it 
iS 
1S 
ir 


e 
rf 
vy 
ir 
e 
u 


ir 


yf 
is 


nt 





a ence 


LESSON FOR JAN. 27 (Mark 2 :t-12) 


- 


If so, when and how ? 
Nsnseeeesilieeii 


Te term “the conversion of the world” is used 











nowherg in the Bible. That there is, accordin 

to the predictions of God’s Word, a wonderfu 
future in store for this earth, when nations will learn 
war no more, but learn righteousness instead, and 
worship Jehovah as King and Lord, is well known to 
every intelligent Christian. When that jubilee time 
comes the knowledge of the glory of the Lord will 
cover the earth as the waters cover the deep; the 
groaning creation, now so sadly sharing in the curse 
of man’s sin, will be delivered from its groans, But 
it is noteworthy that there are no promises in the 
New Testament which authorize the Church of God 
to expect the accomplishment of these predictions as 
the result of her testimony and activity. If this 
were her work, to convert the world, to lead nations 
to know God and to abandon the most horrible re- 
sult of sin, war, we should have to confess that she 
has failed miserably. Nor is it true, as some now 
say, that this world war will, when it ends, bring 
about these blessed things by man’s renewed efforts. 
If it is the work of present agencies, the expected 
world conversion lies in an unreachable distance. 

It is in the Old Testament prophetic Word that we 
find the promises that the nations of the world will 
be brought to know God, that all the ends of the 
earth shall turn to the Lord and all kings fall down 
before him,~'It is written that “All nations shall 
serve him,” “All nations shall call him blessed,” and 
that the whole earth will be filled with His glory.* 
But before this glorious future can come for the 
nations of the earth the Lord’s return must have taken 
place; and this event is preceded by judgments upon 
the nations, a partial restoration of God’s ancient 
people to their own land, the calling of a God-fearing 
remnant among them, and by the Great Tribulation. 
When these things have come to pass, immediately 
after the days of that Tribulation, our Lord. will 
appear in the clouds of Heaven with power and 
great glory. The Day of Vengeance has come, but 
in wrath mercy will be remembered. All Israel liv- 
ing in that day will be saved, and His Kingdom will 
be established upon this earth. The nations of the 
earth are then gathered into this Kingdom. They 
will not be gathered into the Church, for the Church 
will no longer be here but will have. entered into 
glory to reign with Christ over the earth. 


What is the Judgment of the Nations? 


But what can we learn as to these nations, and 
the Jews’ relation to them? 

In Matthew 25 our Lord speaks of what will take 
place when he has returned: “When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory; 
and before him shall be gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats; and he shall set 
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.” 
This passage is often looked upon as teaching a uni- 
versal judgment of the whole human race; but it 
is not that, Not a word is said in the words of our 
Lord concerning the resurrection of the dead. The 
dead are not included in this judgment. This judg- 
ment can therefore not be identified with the great 
white throne judgment of Revelation 20. Nor is the 
Church in any way connected with this judgment, be- 
cause when it takes place the saints are with the 
Lord in glory. It is the judgment of the living na- 
tions which the Lord finds on earth at the time of 
his second coming.: 

At this judgment of the nations, when he divides 
them as a shepherd divideth his sheep. from the 
goats, there will be nations which he puts at his 
right hand, and to which he says, “Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world.” These nations 
are therefore converted nations, righteous nations, 
declared to be fit for that Kingdom over which the 
Lord will reign. 

But when were these nations converted? Though 
the Gospel has already been preached for about nine- 
teen hundred years, we do not to-day know of any 
converted nations on the earth. The nations that we 
term Christian nations are at present engaged in the 
most bloody war of all history. Yet inasmuch as 
the Lord finds converted nations on the earth when 
He comes back and receives His throne, these na- 
tions must have been converted previous to His com- 
ing. It is therefore an important and interesting 
question, When and how were the nations converted 





1A few of the many passages which predict these things 
are here given. Read them carefully with the context: 
Psalm 22: 
Daniel 7 : 13, 14; Zechatiah 2 : az. % 
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"gach cerignme tay seamen ya 


Are the Jews to Convert the World? | 


27, 28; 47 :-7, 8; 67 : 4, 5; Badim 72; Isaiah 60 : 2-9; . 





By A. C. Gaebelein 
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Editor of Our Hope; Author of “ The Jewish 
Question,” “‘ The Prophet Daniel,”’ Joel, etc. 





The Christmas Number of Men and Missions, the 
organ of the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, was 
based on the proposition that America is not 
“Christian.” The Layman’s Movement, in a fore- 
word about that issue, asks: “How about the vast 
districts in the Northwest, where one itinerant 
preacher is expected to cover half a state? How 
about our Indians? Is Alaska Christian? And 
to come nearer home, what about a little New 
England boy who pointed out the tumble-down 
church in his town as ‘ the place where they have 
funerals.’” To go farther, as Mr. Gabelein does 
on this page, is there any nation to-day which in 
any real sense is Christian? And yet the time is 
coming when nations will be converted, and the 
marvelous way in which it is to be done, and the 
agency for doing it, are here pointed out. 





which the Lord at the judgment of nations calls 
blessed, and bids to enter into the Kingdom on earth? 
They were not converted by the preaching of the Gospel 
as it is done to-day, for if they were converted as 
the result of the testimony of the Church they would 
share in her. glorious destiny, “Caught up in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” The only alter- 
native then is that they will be converted after the 
true Church has been completed and taken into glory. 

Some time before our Lord is manifested from 
Heaven with His holy angels, a turning of nations 
to God must therefore take place. It will be during 
the time when God deals with this earth in mighty 
judgments, when the earth and the heavens are 
shaken, when Antichrist, Satan’s masterpiece, is on 
the earth and produces the Great Tribulation. It 
will be one of the startling events of the end of the 
age, after the Church has been removed from the 
earth. During these years of trouble, judgment, and 
great tribulation, God will give a final witness to all 
nations. Of this our Lord speaks in Matthew 24: 14, 
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 
in all the-world for a witness unto all nations; and 
then shall the end come.” Though the Gospel of 
Grace is being preached world-wide, the preaching 
of the Gospel of the Kingdom as a witness eunto all 
nations has not yet taken place, It falls into the 
= years preceding the visible coming of our 

ord. 

But who will be the preachers who proclaim the 
Gospel of the Kingdom if all true Christians have 
left the earth, and the true Church is no longer here? 
The apostates and destructive critics of to-day, with 
the mass of professing Christians who received not 
the love of the Truth will surely not take up the 
preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom, for we read 
in the Werd of God that those who received not the 
love of the Truth that they might be saved will 
follow the strong delusion of Antichrist arid believe 
the lie (2 Thess. 2:10, 11). . Who then are’ the 
preachers? An elect company of God’s ancient peo- 
ple, Israel. They are now scattered among all the na- 
tions of the earth, judicial blindness is upon them; 
but 4t will not be always so, for God has not cast 
away his people. 


Preaching “the Gospel of the Kingdom” 


When the Church is gone the Lord will not leave 
the world without a witness. He will raise up a 
company of God-fearing people, Israelites, take away 
the veil from their hearts and use them as His 
heralds. As it was in the beginning of this present 
dispensation, so will it be at the close. The first 
preachers were Jews, and the last heralds before the 
Lord comes in visible glory will again be Jews. To 
them will be given the last evangel of God’s mercy 
to a lost world, “To every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people” (Rev. 14:6); and the message, 
“Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of 
his judgment is come; and worship him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters” (Rev. 14:7). They will preach the Gospel 
of the coming Kingdom, that the Kingdom is about 
to come, and then call upon all nations to repent and 
turn to God. 

It is intensely interesting to follow the calling of 
this remnant of Israelites for this testimony as re- 
vealed ‘in different portions of the Olid Testament. 
Such a remnant of believing Israelites is anticipated 
in the Psalms, which speak of the coming final de- 
liverance of Israel. There we read of their persecu- 
tions, their prayers, and their expectations, particu- 
larly in Psalm 44: 10-26; Psalms 55 to 57; Psalms 
64,°79, and 80;-and in-Isaiah 63:-15 to Isaiah 64. And 
how well this remnant ‘iis fitted to give a world-wide 


testimony among all nations, for they are scattered 
among the nations and acquainted with the different 
languages. Therefore the Gospel of the Kingdom to 
all nations will be accomplished before the real end 
comes, 

Attention is here called to the seventh chapter of 
Revelation, in which we read of the sealine of one 
hundred and forty-four thousand. Much confusion 
might have been avoided if expositors and Chris- 
tians had not lost sight of two facts in connection 
with this sealed company. First, this sealed com- 
pany’cannot be called now, nor are they in connection 
with the Church of God, because the Church, ac- 
cording to the scope of the book of Revelation, is no 
longer on the earth when this takes place; and sec- 
ondly, the Word states clearly that these sealed ones 
are “of all the tribes of the children of Israel.” This 
sealed company therefore is of Israel, and will be 
called after the Church has been removed to her 
heavenly destination. (Compare Ezekiel, chapter 10.) 

In.the second half of this chapter in Revelation we 
read of another company. John writes, “After this 
I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man 
could number, of all nations and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes and palms in their 
hands.” When one of the elders had asked, “What 
are these which are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence came they?” he told John, “These are they 
which came out of the Great Tribulation, and have 
washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.” We learn that this multitude of all 
nations*comes out of the Great Tribulation. It is not 
the Church, for the Church is not in the Great Tribu- 
lation. This great multitude represents the Gentile 
nations who heard the final testimony and who be- 
lieved. They turned in repentance to God and were 
then washed in the Blood of the Lamb. This great 
company does not stand before a heavenly throne, 
but it is the millennial throne which is in view here, 
and their blessedness throughout the millennial king- 
dom, after having suffered in the Great Tribulation, 
is described. They are the nations which the King 
calls blessed, and which will inherit the Kingdom. 
They are the fruits of the faithful witness of the 
elect Jewish remnant heralding the Kingdom before 
the Lord comes. 


A Whole Nation of Priests 


When our Lord addresses from his throne these 
converted nations he says, “Inasmuch as ye have done 
it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me.” Who are his brethren? He 
means by this term his brethren according to the 
flesh, from whom as concerning the flesh he came 
(Rom, 9:4, 5). The nations who listened to their 
testimony when they appeared with the Gospel of 
the Kingdom, and who believed that message, mani- 
fested their belief by treating the messengers with 
kindness, giving them to eat and to drink, and cloth- 
ing them. They did what the Gentile Rahab did to 
the Jewish spies, the advance guard of the victorious 
host of Israel. And the other nations who despised 
the final offer of God’s mercy in the preaching of the 
Gospel of the Kingdom, showed no kindness to the 
Jewish messengers; and these nations which spurned 
the last offer will pass away from the earth. 

What else will converted Israel do? When the 
Lord comes all Israel livirig in that day, except those 
who have worshiped the Beast and followed Anti- 
christ, will be saved. “They shall look upon him whom 
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him (Zech. 
12:10). This converted nation will be a kingdom of 
priests, and become the nucleus of that Kingdom into 
which the nations converted during the Tribulation, 
and all nations throughout the Millennium, will be 
gathered. 

Beautiful are the words of Isaiah, speaking 
of that time: “But ye shall be named the Priests 
of the Lord: men shall call you the Ministers of our 
Ged: ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in 
their glory shall ye boast yourselves. For your shame 
ye shall have double; and for confusion they shall 
rejoice in their portion: therefore in their land they 
shall possess the double; everlasting joy shall be 
unto them. For I the Lord love judgment, I hate 
robbery for burnt offering; and I will direct their 
work in truth, and I will make an everlasting cove- 
nant with them. And their seed shall be known 
among the Gentiles, and their offspring among the 
people: all that see them shall acknowledge them, 
that they are the seed which the Lord hath blessed” 
(Isa. 61:6-9). Then the Gentiles shall come to the 
light which has risen among that nation, and kings 
to their. ‘brightness. The sixtieth of Isaiah gives a 
glorious picture of-this. The entire prophétic Word 
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witnesses to the fact that Israel, so long a curse 
among the nations, will then be a blessing to all the 
rations. 

It seems from another passage that, when the 
Millennium.begins with the coming of the King, some 
portions of the earth must be reached, and that work 


is to be done among different nations to make known _ 


the great eyents which haye taken place. And God 
will use Israel for this work, “And I will set a sign 
among them, and I will send those that escape of 
them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, 
that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan,.to the isles 
afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have 
seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory 
among the Gentiles” (Isa, 66:19). The last sentence, 
“they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles,” 
tells us that.they.will have a work to do after His 
glory has been manifested. There is another passage 
in Zechariah which also speaks of how they will be 
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used, “Thus saith the Lord of hosts;-In those days it 
shall come to pass, that ten men shall take hold out 
of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold 
of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will ‘go 
with you: for we have heard that is with you” 
(Zech. 8:23). This necessarily also comes after the 
Lord has come and set up His Kingdom. — abt 
Israel will therefore be definitely used in bringing 
the nations of the earth into the Kingdom. In that 
coming Kingdom converted, Spirit-filled Israel will 
the head of all nations, and be used in world- 
wide ministry and blessing. -Then will Israel indeed 
be “the priests of the Lord” and “the ministers of 
our God.” Of what. blessing is in store for the whole 
‘world, when that time comes, Paul as well as Isaiah 
had a vision: “If the casting away of them be the 
reconciling of the world, what- sha 
them be, but life from the dead”? 
New York City, 





As there came a double knocking at the door 
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When Garabed Said “Rhametsek’ 


By Clarence D. Ussher, M.D. 





“ An American Physician in Turkey ” is the title of Dr. Ussher’s book just issued by 


the Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston and New York, at $1.75 net. 
other manifestations of God's leading and power. 


It describes 
In a letter to the Editor of the 


Times dated March 31, 1916, Dr. Ussher stated that Garabed the Armenian had died 


of cholera several years before. 


He had gone to be with the Lord. William T. Ellis, 


the brilliant traveler-journalist, has just returned from a visit to Armenian lands, 

and very shortly will furnish an article to The Sunday School Times describing the 

present condition of the Armenians, and especially a village of a thousand souls 

near Mt. Ararat, to whose relief the Times family has already generously given, though 
$1,000 a month will be necessary to prevent their starvation. 


We were traveling from Harpoot to Van, the 

ancient capital of Armenia; after fifteen hours in 
the saddle, over mountain paths and bridgeless 
streams among the Taurus range, we were belated. 
There was a cold drizzling rain and it was pitch 
dark. The only way I could follow my guide—a 
government cabtieh or gendarme, was by laying my 
hand on his horse’s flank as we rode along. Suddenly 
I felt his horse fall away from my hand, As there 
was no exclamation, from the rider, I knew it must 
be all right, so I let my horse follow on down a steep 
descent and immediately up the other side of the 
mountain stream. 

Soon I heard my zabtieh dismount and grope along 
a wall and then thump, thump, at a door. Presently 
a voice demanded in Armenian, “Vov E” (“Who is 
it?”) and the answer was given in Turkish, “Atch!” 
(“Open”). This was repeated two or three times 
with increasing emphasis, and then the sabtieh re- 
plied, “It is a ‘Consolos’” (the word in use in that 
unreached region for a foreigner, as they had sel- 
dom if ever seen any foreigners but consuls). 

Again the command was given, “Open” and the 
reply came, “Go to my neighbor; he has a better 
house. My house is not fit.” Buf the command was 
repeated more sternly, “Open the door,” and, appar- 
ently afraid to disobey, the door was opened about 
four inches with a foot firmly set behind it, and the 
outline of an Armenian man’s face showed in the 
dim glimmer of light from within. 

Then I spoke in Armenian, “Open the door, 
brother, and let us in. It is late and cold and wet. 
Let us in that we may spend the night.” 

In his surprise at hearing his own language spoken 
by a foreigner, he opened the door wider and peered 
out into the blackness in a vain effort to see the 
speaker. As I spoke, I dismounted and approaching 
the door again asked admission. “Oh, sir, my house 
is not fit.” “Never mind, we will make it fit.” Then, 
with Oriental courtesy, he stepped back, threw the 
door wide open and said, “Rhametsek, doon-u koogut 
E” (“Welcome! The house is yours.”) 

I entered, and what a sight met my glance! It was 
a large windowless room, perhaps 24 by 30 feet, the 
roof supported by pillars. Rafters and pillars were 
black with soot, In the far corner the roof had 
fallen in—the unrepaired damage of massacre times— 
and the rain was drizzling in, forming a puddle in 
the mud floor. Against the wall to the right leaned 
a lot of poles forming a chicken-coop with the en- 
trance in the living room. A door and passageway 
led to other parts of the house. Nearer the street 
entrance lay primitive farm implements, including a 
plow—the forked branch of a tree, such as was used 
in the time of Abraham, and is still used throughout 
the interior of Turkey. To the left was a fireplace 
with a large pot. I know not what they were cook- 
ing, but we were not sorry when they removed it 
from the room. On a corner of a small shelf over 
the fireplace was an old-fashioned lamp, such as they 
find-in the ruins of Babylon and Pompeii, a piece of 
clay flattened and the edges turned up leaving a lip 
on one side and burned in the fire. It was filled with 


| WAS several years before the war broke out. 


Russian kerosene, and a wick hung over. the lip 
emitting a smoke which made us cough in spite of 
the hole in the roof. Even the mud floor was dusty. 
One could hardly picture a better illustration of a 
sin-smitten soul. 

My host turned to me, noting my glance around 
the room, and said, “You see, sir, I told you my 
house was not fit.” But I replied, “Never mind,” and 
calling in my muleteers, I ordered them to remove 
the farm implements to one side and sweep q place 
near the fire. The bad smelling pot was carried to 
the other room. I spread my light Turkish. carpet 
brilliant with red, yellow, and blue, the colors. of 


which they are so- fond; my folding camp-bed, ; 


which, we carry as a protection against other things 
than damp, was opened up; two little camp-stools 
were set down by it; my food-box was opened, the 
top of it forming a table; and my bright American 
lantern with its crystal-clear chimney replaced. the 


. smoky jirak, lighting up the farthest corner and mak- 


ing the hovel look homelike, So beautiful did it all 
appear to those who, perhaps, had never seen a lamp 
with a chimney before, that the men folks ran out to 
call the women and even the neighbors to “come and 
see the wonderful light and the things the foreigner 
had brought.” 

The family were poor, judging from the plainness 
of their clothing, The man wore a plain felt skull- 
cap which showed above a worn yazma used as a tur- 
ban. A ragged short-sleeved abba partly covered his 
shirt of native cotton cloth, and nether underclothes 
of the same material made an apology for trousers. 
The women were not much in evidence but could be 
seen peering around the corner of the door; their 
heads and faces tied up in white cloths, and the heavy 
needlework aprons of the brides covering the front 
of their sheath skirts. 

Some of their Kurdish neighbors who came in to 


“Tamisha,” as they call it, looked well enough off and . 


glistened in the gold thread trimmings of their ele- 
gant goats’ hair abbas and touches of yellow, crimson, 
and blue on their embroidered vests and shalvars 
(wide-legged trousers). All this. topped by their 
variegated silk turbans made one readily believe that 
his neighbor’s house was better. 

It was late and we must rise at four o’clock next 
morning, so I invited my host to sup with me, to 
which he replied instantly, “Oh, no, sir, that will not 
do. In my house you must eat of my food. But, sir, 
I have nothing but some madzoon [a fermented or 
clabbered milk] and some bread.” 

“Very well, bring your madzoon and bread, and I 
will eat of your food and you shall eat of mine.” 
Oriental hospitality demands that the host shall at 
least enter into the bread covenant with his guest, and 
to refuse this is to refuse friendship. As.we thus 
shared each other’s hospitality, we talked of the con- 
ditions of the village and his own spiritual state. 

The village was poor .and almost ruined by the 
massacres. The church had been partially destroyed 
and the priest killed. Services were held once a year 
at Easter when a priest. from’ St, Garahed. monastery 
came to celebrate mass... There was no school,. and 
not a modern Bible in the village. 


the receiving of - l C 
. prayers before we retire?” Again a blank look and 


“yan 


My-host, a young; 
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man of twenty-six years, was the head of the house- 
hold of twenty-two persons, being the eldest male 
survivor, father, brother, and uncles having been 
killed in the.massacre. Sorrow had done its work 
and no smile fit his sad face, — i 
“Are-you a friend of the Lord Jesus Christ?” I 
asked. -He stared at me in blank astonishment, as if 
he had.not understood. Then I changed the form 
of the question and asked, “Is the Lord Jesus Christ 
a friend of rs?” and instantly he r. , “No, he 
couldn’t be.” “Why?” I -inquired. “Because my 


' heart is too-black.. I blaspheme and-lie and steal— 


No, no! The Lord Jesus could not be a friend of 
mine.” * ‘ 

I tried to show him that he was just the kind Jesus 
was looking for, but it seemed useless. 

As the hour was so late, I asked, “Can we not have 


halt assent, as if he did not know to what he was 
assenting. I asked for a Bible in the modern lan- 


. guage, and was informed there was none in the vil- 


lage, and even had there been one no one who could 
read it. So I got out my own Armenian Bible, and 
under an inspiration turned to Revelation 3:20, “Be- 
hold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me.” 

Then I reminded the young man how I had knocked 
at his door and he had said, “Go to my neighbor, my 
house is not fit,” and that I had urged and said I 
would make it fit, and then he opened the door and 
said, “Rhametsek, the house is yours,” and I came in 
and did not ask him to clean up, but I and my men 
cleaned it and brought out the wonderful light which 
shed a radiance such as had never been Gaon in 
that house before. A light that made known the 
contents of the darkest corner and brought out the 
beauties of my carpet, etc. 

“That is just what the Lord Jesus wants to do 
for you. If you will just open your heart and say, 
‘Rhametsek, Lord Jesus,’ He will, come in and clean 
up all the blaspheming and lying and stealing and 
selfishness and everything else that’s bad, and he'll 
keep it clean; and more than that, he will be' as one 
of your own blood, a friend in your house, accepting 
your friendship and giving you his, supping with 
you and you with him, letting you do something 
for him,” 

As, 1 spoke -his face glowed with understanding, 
‘ahd he broke out, “Oh, sir, I never heard it that way 
“before!” 

It' was late, and as I was about to retire, he asked, 
“Sir, will you tet me read that book?” * iephaget dy 
* “Cah you read?” Phe Hee 

“Yes, sir, a, little. When I was nine years old I 
Way,.to the. Monastery, and the, monks taught 
me to fead a little.” ° x on 
‘So I’ marked’ a number of verses and turned down 
the corners of the pages and left him to read, ‘ At 
éleven o’clock I slept and awoke at two A. M., and 
there was the lantern hanging from the corner of 
the shelf and the young man sitting on the floor with 
his arm on thé stool and with his finger following 
each letter as he spelled out the words. I slept and 
woke again at three o’clock, and there he was still 
spelling out the words, and this time his face was 
beaming as he spelled out John 3:16, “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

I slept again and waked at four to rise, and there 
he was, still puzzling over those verses, and it was 
1 gia that he entreated me to give him that 

ible. 

Garabed of Kharaba is only one of thousands of 
Armenians and Moslems who ignorantly hunger for 
the Saviour and know not what they want, and who 
are most ready to accept him. 

AUBURNDALE, Mass. ~ , 


Teaching Sunday-Schools in thé 
Godavari District 
MAGINE a class of almost naked, dark-skinned 
little boys and girls seated by the roadside under 


a tree, or on some friendly veranda. A Christian 
teacher with Sunday-school picture cards, used as 


you use picture rolls at home, is telling the Gospel 


story, the little ones eagerly listening.” 

Margaret F. Scott, of the Canadian Baptist Mis- 
sion at Tuni, Godavari District, India, thus writes 
The Sunday School Times, and adds: “We believe 
the fifty teachers we are training, with the sixty 
classes and twelve hundred pupils, must bring forth 
fruit on our Tuni field. We have also charge of work 
on two other fields. ' , 

“Our need is for about one hundred and fifty 
Sunday-school picture cards every two months, and for 
a whole-hearted Sunday-school worker. The man is 


on hand, but money for his support is now needed— 
$5 per month would supply his support, with $3 added 
for the expense of getting him about over these fields. 
It is a large work, over 2,000 square miles in extent 
and with about 1,000 villages, in each of which we 
could have a. Sunday-school class regularly, either 
weekly or monthly.” 
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Bible Study in the Big Camps 
f How the Y. M. C. A. is accepting a staggering challenge 
By Fred S. Goodman ®! Study Secretary of the National 





So far as it is humanly possible to see, God’s largest purpose in overruling the evil of 
the World War, and thus making “ the wrath of man to praise him,’’ has been im the 
way he has widened the knowledge of his written Words The predgses of all the Bible 
societies and Bible printing houses have been taxed to the utmost to supply the 
demand on the part. of soldiers in every army. for Bibles, Testaments, and Scripture 
portions. How American soldiers and sailors are to be helped to study the Bible 
with which they are being supplied is here told by Mr, Goodman, and his article is a 
great challenge to prayer that God will bless this effort. 


Te slogan is “An Organized Bible Class in 
every company in every camp, and a Testa- 
ment in every enlisted man’s pocket.” It is 
easily written and spoken but it is a staggering chal- 
lenge to faith and courage if one takes time to think 
it through. But it is a challenge that has been ac- 
cepted by the National War Work Council of the 
i ee ee r 

Take one camp which I have of late visited. It will 
soon have at least 50,000 men, in about twenty regi- 


ments, each having about ten companies, This means’ 


that at least 200 teachers must be found, enlisted, 
coached, encouraged, and kept steady under the fre- 
quent and unexpected changes which military effi- 
ciency requires. To know the men, discover the 
leaders with previous experience, or draft leaders 
from near-by cities—surely it takes a big vision and 
capacity as well as courage even to conceive the task. 

I am glad to report from first-hand knowledge 
gained in visits and conferences in nearly a score of 
the big camps in the South and Southwest that the 
problems are being grasped in a bold fashion, with 
results little less than wonderful. A word about the 
way the big program is being put into effect. 

The National War Work Council of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association began months ago its 
plans for promoting Bible study. Contracts for hun- 
dreds of thousands of Testaments were made through 
the Religious Work Bureau, of which Robert P. 
Wilder is the Director. The Committee on Litera- 
ture (Robert E. Speer, Chairman) got busy and some 
of the tested booklets, such as “The Practice of the 
Presence of God,” by Brother Lawrence; “The 
Character of Jesus,” by Horace Bushnell; and “How 
to Know the Will of God,” by Henry Drummond, 
were reprinted in cheap form, 

But new courses of study had to be prepared to 
meet the exceptional conditions of the varied types 
of men. In one camp I spoke to a full house of 
Engineers from Oregon, sixty percent of whom were 
college men. In another camp near by I faced an 
audience of over seven hundred of the New Army 
recruits, more than one-third of whom cannot write. 
In the morning of that same Sunday I tested the six 
hundred and fifty men present and found that fully 
three-fourths had been in Sunday-school at some 
time since boyhood, and more than one-third were 
members of Bible classes in their home churches. 

Three new books have been prepared and are be- 
ing used Ly, tens of thousands of soldiers, “Thirty 
Studies About Jesus,” by Dean Bosworth, of Ober- 
lin, for somewhat mature students; “Jesus as a 
Friend Saw Him,” fifteen studies in the Gospel of 
Mark, a very simple course on a new plan, by Paul 
Super and Jay Urice, and a very practical study of 
the pressing problems of the officer as well as the 
private, thoroughly tested in the Officers Reserve 
Training Camps last summer, entitled “The Soldier’s 
Spirit,” by George Stewart of Yale. 

But materials are a very small part of the prob- 
lem of getting men really to study and become fa- 
miliar with the pages of their own Bibles. They 
must be persuaded that it is worth while. This calls 
for endless tact, persistence, acquaintance with the 
life of the soldier in camp, and enthusiasm in the 
soul of the promoters. Men who believe in Bible 
study must be selected as Secretaries for the build- 
ings and in the camps. I am very grateful for what 
my eyes have seen. Some of the greatest leaders in 
the church life of our country are at work in these 
camps. There are over two hundred Religious Work 
Secretaries, besides the hundreds of other men who 
are with them in this task, as well as a large number 
of commissioned officers who, like our beloved 
President and General Pershing, have publicly avowed 
their convictions as to the tremendous value of the 
Bible in the making of the American soldier. 

But still back of the plans within the camps are 
the great resources of the Sunday-schools of 
America, After careful conferences extending over 
several weeks there has been formed, as The Sunday 
School Times told in its issue of December 22, 1917, 
a Sunday School War Council of One Hundred, 
which has an executive committee of 20 representa- 
tives -of the denominational: and interdenominational 


Sunday-school movements. They are as follows: 
Dr. Edwin Blake, chairman; John L. Alexander, 
secretary; Dr. E. B. Chappell, W. H. Danforth, Dr. 
Lester Bradner, S. F. Shattuck, Dr. D. C. Van Ess, 
R. N. Hopkins, J. C. Lamson, Prof. A. M. Locker, 
Dr. R. E, McGill, W. C. Pearce, F. W. Ramsey, J. N. 
Summerndyke, C. C. Stahl, Dr. J. C. Robertson, Dr. 
Sidney Weston, and R, Alfred Waite. The latter 
will be the special representative of the Council in all 
matters of co-operation with the Bible Study Com- 


_ mittee of the National War Work Council of the 


Y. M. C. A. The members of this committee are 
Bishop L. B. Wilson, Dean Charles R. Brown, Presi- 
dent J. Ross Stevenson, and Dr, Robert E. Speer, 
with Fred S. Goodman as Bible Study Secretary. 

The six-point program of Bible Study, as approved 
by both of the above groups, includes among other 
features the organized class, meeting usually on Sun- 
day. Sometimes it takes the form of a regimental 
Sunday-schooL But as the capacity of the Associa- 
tion building, about 700, is frequently too small, the 
company mess hall is being used. For example, in 
Camp Gordon, near Atlanta, the program was 
launched on Sunday, October 7. In the brigade 
served by a certain Association building, out of eight 
mess halls actually in use, Bible classes were con- 
ducted in seven, with an attendance ranging from 
13 to 171 soldiers. Out of 2,375 men actually in that 
section of the camp 766 attended Bible classes. In 
another section out of 22 mess halls classes were 
held in r9. On a certain Sunday 72 teachers went to 
the Great Lakes Training Station from Chicago, 
Evanston, and Lake Forest to help in teaching 
classes. The County Sunday School Associations co- 
operate splendidly. A similar work is in progress in 
several other of-the big camps. 

In some ways, perhaps the most suggestive pro- 
gram is being promoted at the great aviation train- 
ing camp, Kelly Field, near San Antonio, Texas. 
Here are upwards of six thousand high-grade young 
men. They come and go after a short period of 
training. hat is done must be done quickly and 
well. The plan is as follows: With the approval of 
the commanding officers, who know the value of this 
special work, when a new contingent arrives the sec- 
retaries, nearly all university men, visit the tents, 
meet the men one by one, and distribute copies of the 
Gospel of John, at the same time offering to give a 
good copy of the New Testament to any man who 
will return the little Gospel, More than three thou- 
sand have come to the building for the Testaments, 
and numbers have sought Christ solely as a result of 
the reading of the Gospel. But they want more, and 
classes are being organized in every squadron by the 
men themselves. At the time of my visit there were 
fifty-four classes under way, attended by 1,850 of 
the 6,600 men in camp. 

The following is taken from a letter just received 
by the Camp Secretary at Kelly Field from a aviation 
student, who recently went to another training station : 

“We called a meeting on the first Monday evening 
after we arrived, only to have it torn up on account of 
guard duty. We met on Wednesday evening in Mr. 
’s tent. There were sixteen preseat, and all took 
a great interest in the lesson, “The Soldier’s En- 
durance.” We decided to meet twice a week, and 
study “The Manhood of the Master” on Monday 
evening, and “The Soldier’s Spirit” on Thursday 
evening. We are expecting to leave for France 
almost any day, But I assure you that when we go 
we will keep up our Bible study.” 

My note-books are rich in materials to stimulate 
one’s faith in the power of the Bible to perform its 
own wonderful work in making soldiers who know 
why we are fighting and how to get fit for doing 
their task. In all my more than thirty years of work 
among men I have never seen such interest in re- 
ligious things by all kinds of men, from all sections 
of the country. The secretaries in these camps are 
working under great strain, but with rich compensa- 
tions, in men helped in the fight against sin, and in 
men led to the avowal of Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
If every one who has a boy in one of these camps 
could see what I have seen he would thank God .and 
take courage. I plead for intercession on behalf of 








” 17 
4 


our secretaries in the more than five hundred~buitd- 
ings and: tents, that they may be equal to their giant 
responsibility. 

On a train in Western Texas, October 17, 1917. 


Just slip into your Bible study outfit “Riddle’s Out- 
line Harmony of the Gospels,” showing in parallel 
columns the events, places, dates and location in each 
Gospel. The 25 cents you'll “send to The Sunday 
School Times for it is an investment with big returns. 








Your Study Bible 


_ By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are here gi 
A as marked through forty years of personal study. Each ot 
the sixty-six books of the Bible is being covered, week by’ week, 
- a department of The Sunday School Times,—“ Your Study 
ible. 

But each one should do his own Bible reading and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the margins of 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eries of Fo own. Use the upper margins for. quotations and 
hints. The lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side margins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, cal each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own, “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you” (Josh. | : 3). 


The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








Genesis 
Book of Beginnings. Begin with God 
Outline (Indicate recurrently at bottom of pages). 


Chapters 1 to 5. Adam to Noah, 

. Chapters 6 to 11. Noah to Abraham. 
. Chapters 12 to 26. Abraham to Jacob, 
. Chapters 27 to 36. Jacob to Joseph. 

. Chapters 37 to.50. Joseph. 


For Marginal Notes: Adam began with God, and fell 
through disobedience. | 
7 began again with God by the Blood of Sacri- 
ce. 


ow 


mht 


Noah began with God by way of the Ark. 

Abraham began with God when he builded altars. 

All these made new beginnings for the race. 

Seven great names: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, Joseph. 

Bow with Abel at the Cross of the Slain Lamb. 

Catch step with Enoch and walk with God. 

Launch out with Noah on God’s waters and fear 
Him. 

Go forth with Abraham in pilgrim faith. 

Dig wells with Isaac and get down to the divine 
resources, 

Climb ladders with Jacob and see God. 

Be clean and true like Joseph and live with God. 


Make a book of Genesis and of new devotion in 
your own life. 


Seven Great Historic Events: Creation, Fall, Flood, 
Babel, Abraham’s Call, Jacob’s Flight, Joseph’s 
Escape to Egypt. 


Seven Messianic Hints: Seed of the woman. Skins 
of slain beasts. Abel’s blood sacrifice, The en- , 
trance into the body of the saving Ark. The 
offering up of Isaac. Jacob’s ladder of inter- 
eee, Joseph lifted from the pit to the 
throne. 


For Chapter Headings: Give each chapter a name of 
your own choosing, and blaze your way through 
Genesis. 


Genesis: Beginning of sin; beginning of death; be- 
ginning of redemption. 

“In the beginning God.” Get back into the begin- 
ning with God. There find the morning stars 
still singing together, and the sons of God shout- 
ing for joy. 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. 





Arichly illuminating article by Dr. Weddell appeared in: last 
week's issue of The Sunday School Times. on “‘ Your Study Bibie,”’ 
showing in many varied ways how to make this sort of personal 
Bible study the most profitable. It was accompanied by a table 
giving an Evangelistic Keyword for each one of the sixty-six 
books of the Bible. 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 27. JESUS FORGIVING SIN 


Mark 2 : I-12 


Golden Text.—The Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins.—Mark 2 : 10 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charies Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class . 
Are. Christmas time the following advertise- 


ment, displayed in bold-face type, appeared in 
one of the Philadelphia newspapers : 


It will be to the advantage of the well-dressed 
man who assisted another man in picking up pearls 


outside the Lincoln Building, Broad Street above 


Chestnut; ‘Tuesday, the 18th, if he will communi- 
cate with — ( signed by the name and. address. of: 
one of the best-known jewelry houses in the city). 


It was a very unusual advertisement; and it sug- 
gests all sorts of interestin possibilities as to what 
may have happened in the Christmas-time incident it 
evidently refers to. But there are other men who, 
during the centuries as to-day, have assisted another 
Man in picking up-pearls,—that man being also God, 
the man Christ Jesus. Christ is the “man that is a 
merchant seeking goodly pearls”; and’ for the “one 
pearl of great price,” his church, “he went and sold 
all that he had, and bought it” (Matt. 13:45, 46). 
There were four men one day long ago who helped 
Christ to find one of the pearls that belonged to Him, 
and that was lost. Let us believe that those four 
also did not lose their reward. : 


Our Background Material 


Take a moment with the class on the subject of the 
deity of Christ, See that they know what is meant 
by the expression “the deity of Christ.” It means 
that Jesus of Nazareth was and is God. Just as truly 
God as the Holy Spirit is God or as the heavenly 
Father is God. It means that the man Christ Jesus 
was and is God as no other man ever has been or 
ever will be, in time or eternity. Have a few passages 
from Scripture, handed out in advance on slips of 
paper, read. by different members of the class, such 
as: Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:23; John 1:15 John 5: 
17, 18; John 8: §8 with Exodus 3: 13-15; John 12: 45; 
14: 59 Romans 9:5; Philippians 2:5, 6; Colossians 
2:9; Hebrews 1:8 

These and other Scriptures on the deity of Christ, 
together with articles on What is Meant by his Deity, 
Why Reason Requires: his Deity, and Obstacles to 
Believing his Deity, are given in a pamphlet useful 
to both teacher and scholars during these lessons (to 
be had from The: Sunday School Times Company at 
10 cents each, or $1 a dozen copies). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

After this lesson it seems as though every one in 
the world in Christ’s day who knew of him must 
love him, doesn’t it? But criticism and antagonism 
were developing, as shown by four indications or ex- 
pressions (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 1). 

Have some member of the class tell of any great 
political or mass meeting he or she may have at- 
tended, or attempted to attend, when the crush was 
so tremendous that it soon became impossible for 
others to get into or near the meeting. That was the 
way it was in the neighborhood of that synagogue 
this day. 

But over against the crowding mass of turbulent 
people stands the fact that Jesus “spake the word 
unto them” (v. 2). God’s quiet but omnipotent word! 
Think of having Jesus as a preacher or a Bible class 
teacher! (John 7: 46; Mark 1:22.) But we can have. 
His Holy Spirit is here with us for that very pur- 
pose; do we count on this definitely in all our reading 
of the Bible? 

Explain, with Dr. Mackie’s help (1), the kind of 
roof it was probably not, through which the men 
had to break, 

When four men get after a man for Jesus, that 
man is pretty likely to get saved; Mr. Ridgway (1) 
makes this plain. Are there persons you know whom 
four of you ought to get after for Christ? The atti- 
tude the men took toward the difficulty in reaching 
Jesus is well illustrated by the comment of a small 
boy, in the Round Table (2). 

Had the paralytic faith for his own healing, or 
was it chiefly the faith of his friends that was the 
@reat factor in the miracle? See what the class 
think. Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) gives his view; 
and Mrs. Askew (1) discusses this. 

Jesus’ first word to the paralytic must have sur- 
= every one by its unexpectedness. Nobedy had 

nm saying anything about sin. But the disease was 
a fruit, and the sin was the root; and Jesus dealt with 
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1 And when he entered again into Capernaum after some 
days, it was noised that he was 'in the house. 2 And many 
were gathered together, so that there was no longer room 
for them, no, not even about the door: and he spake the word 
umto them. 3 And they come, bringing unto him a man 
sick of the palsy, borne of four. 4 And when they could 
not “come nigh unto him for the crowd, they uncovered 
the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, 
they let down the * bed whereon the sick of the palsy lay. 
5 And Jesus seeing their faith saith unto the sick of the 
palsy, * Son, thy sins are forgiven. 6 But there were certain 
of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 
7 Why doth this man thus speak? he blasphemeth: who 
can forgive sins but one, even God? 8 And straightway 
Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, saith unto them, Why reason ye these things 
in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the sick of the 
palsy, Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise, and take up 
thy * bed, and walk? 10 But that ye may know that the 
Son of man hath authority on earth to forgive sins (he 
saith to the sick of the palsy), 11 I say unto thee, Arise, 
take up thy * bed, and go unto thy house. 12 And he arose, 
and straightway took up the * bed, and went forth before 
them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glori- 
fied God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion. 


10r, at home 
him unto him. 


2 Many ancient authorities read bring 
*Or, pallet * Gr. Child. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the root and thereby did the bigger thing first. This 
is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). 

Was the reasoning of the scribes logical or illog- 
ical when they called it blasphemy for one they sup- 
posed to be a mere man to claim to forgive sin? Let 
the class discuss this. Then give the comment of 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). Their reasoning was 
logical, but they could not reason fairly, as Mrs. 
Askew (2) shows. The reasoning of natural men 
about divine matters is always worthless; tell the 
story of Beecher and Ingersoll (Round Table, 3). 

But they plainly saw that Jesus was claiming to 
be God; and he was. 

Some one has called attention to the fact that 
Jesus did not say (v. 9) “Which is harder,” but 
“which is easier.” Either of those two “impossible” 
miracles, forgiveness and healing, was easy, not hard 
for God; the only question was,;Which was the 
easier? The form of the question gloriously suggests 
the limitless, infinite, inexhaustible sufficiency of 
God’s grace through Christ. 

From the human standpoint, we may say that it 
is easier for God to heal disease, the result of sin, 
than to heal or forgive the sin that has caused the 
disease. But to show that he can do the harder as 
well as the easier, Christ then did the easier, the 
visible to prove the invisible (Dr, Griffith Thomas, 
I, 4). Having proved claims which could be tested, 
he showed his right to make claims which could not 
so easily be tested. Yet every claim of Christ has 
now been abundantly tested and gloriously vindicated. 


The Truth thet is Golden 


It has been well said that Christianity is the only 
religion that can deal successfully with a man’s past. 
By forgiving sin God actually annuls the past. Think 
what sin is, and what its results are; make this plain, 
and man’s powerlessness before sin, through Dr. 
Griffith Thomas’ word (IV, 6). Sin separates us 
wholly and hopelessly from God. Sin paralyzes us 
spiritually, so that we cannot do right. Sin destroys 
us, first through disease and physical death, then re- 
sulting in the second death for both body and soul 
(Matt. 10:28). Yet all this:is done away with; com- 
pletely, supernaturally, eternally, by God’s forgive- 
ness. God’s forgiveness of man’s sin is the most 
stupendous fact and miracle in the universe. 

But there is only one way by which God can for- 
give man’s sin: through the sacrifice and death of 
Christ his Son who, as man’s substitute, received into 
Himself the whole awful penalty of man’s sin. Some 
say that this plan of salvation which God has worked 
out “pauperizes” man, and is “immoral.” Let the 
class discuss this, and give them the points of the 
leading editorial on the first two pages of this issue. 


Teaching Points for Study and Discussion 


It took four men to carry this 
palsy’ 
God, 


} “man sick of the 
”; it took only one man, who was the Son of 
to send him awav sound and well. Trulv the 
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way of the transgressor is hard (Prov. 13:15), but 
Christ’s yoke is easy (Matt. 11: 30). 

Persistence in getting to Christ will be rewarded 
(John 6: 37; Jer. 29:1 rf How many of us are ready 
to break a hole in the roof, if necessary, because of 
our determination to get through to the best that 
God has for us? 

But we are told that it was when Jesus saw their 
faith, not their determination, that he worked his 
miracle. Yet their determination was a splendid evi- 
dence of their faith; they would not have gone to 
all that trouble if they had..not believed . something 
worth while-could ‘come of it. Faith does show itself 
in works, as‘ the Holy ‘Spirit through. James (2: 14, 
17, 26) insisted, 

Whatever *men may believe or disbelieve to-day 
about the deity of Jesus, it is perfectly evident that 
Jesus himself claimed to be God, and that the men 
who knew him and heard him knew that he claimed 
to be God (Mark 2:7). 

One reason why no one “can forgive sins but one, 
even God” -" 7), is because sin is against God only 


OU™ 51 

Lie Se Scripture the one fundamental mean- 
ing get forgiveness is to separate the sin from the 
sinner.” 

When Jesus said “Arise, take up thy bed, and go 
unto thy house,” as stupendous a thing was being 
done as this same Christ had done long Bed when 
he said (Gen. 1:3), “Let there be light: and there 
was light.” For through Christ everything was 
created (John 1:3; Col. 1:16; Heb. 1:2; 1 Cor. 
8:6). See the editorial note on the first page of this 
issue on Christ’s creative activity as he answers our 
prayers. 

Three evidences were given by our Lord, in this 
lesson, of his supernatural knowledge (Dr, Griffith 
Thomas, I, 4). 

Give the class the striking acrostic on the word 
“Save”. (Dr. Griffith Thomas, III, 5). 

The Golden Text gloriously declares Christ’ s deity 
and what he uses it for. 

When God works, men must always say “We never 
saw it on this fashion” (v. 12). The reason is given 
in Isaiah 5:8: Those whose life is wholly Christ can 
so live and work that people around them will say, 
“We never saw it on this fashion.” 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Is it probable that there had been many sick persons 
left sick in Capernaum after the Sabbath day de- 
scribed in last Sunday’s lesson? 

How many saved believers do you think may have 
been in the crowd that gathered to hear Jesus that 
day? 

Why the difference between the emphasis given by 
Jesus upon sin in connection with this case of 
physical healing, and what he said in another case? 
(John 9: 1-3.) 

Was Jesus’ perceiving the faith of the four friends 
simply natural insight, or supernatural knowledge? 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) discusses this. 

Is sickness ever a blessing? (See Illustration 
Round Table, 1). 

Is it possible to praise God for a’ sickness when no 
blessing in connection with it has as yet appeared? 
Has Deuteronomy 23:5, Nehemiah 13:2, any bear- 
ing on this? 

Is there any difference between God’s forgiveness 
and man’s forgiveness? If so, what? 

When the onlookers “glorified God” (v. 12) for 
what they saw Jesus do, does this mean that they 
were made believers by this miracle? 

Does anything ever tax the powers of God? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Lord of the Sabbath (Mark 2: 13 to 3: 6). 


The leading religious people of Jesus’ day had so 
lost the spirit of God’s law that they were blindly 
bound by its letter. Jesus wanted to break - their 
bonds for them; and he does it this week, in three 
startling ways. 

How can we account for. Levi the publican follow- 
ing Jesus so quickly? 

Did Jesus’ reputation suffer from the company he 
kept? 

Did Jesus have no interest in righteous people? 

Did Jesus’ ministry mean joy or sorrow? 

What attitude did Jesus take toward the Old Testa- 
ment Sabbath law? 

PHILADELPHIA. 











LESSON FOR JAN. 27 (Mark 2: 1-12) 


The Lesson as a- Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—A fter the first tour, possibly shortened 
by the leper publicity (1:45), Christ returned to his 
center, Capernaum. He was now popular, but other 
things were appearing in the form of murmuring and 
criticism, which subsequently developed into opposi- 
tion (2:1 to 3:6). In 2: 1-12 the a un- 
expressed; in 2: 15-17 it was expressed to his dis- 
ciples; in 2: 18-28 it was expressed to Christ him- 
self; and in 3: 1-6 they went farther and sought to 
kill him. (1) 

Date.—A. D. 28. 

Mark’s Gospel.—Part of the early ministry in Gali- 
lee (1:14 to 9: 50). 

Books on the Lesson.—Volimer, “Students* Life ‘of 
Christ” (Fleming H: Revell, New York,! $1.25 net), 
p. 108; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the Gospels’ ° 

(The Sunday School Times Company; paper cover, 
~10 cents; cloth cover, 25 cents), section 36; Croscup, 

“Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of 

Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), section 43; 

Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geography 

of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times, 


75 cents), Index, Capernaum, For “Pharisees” and 
“Scribes” see “Davis’ Dictionary of the Bible” 
(Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $2.50). For 


particulars of an Eastern house, see also Bible Dic- 
tionary or Thomson, “The Land and the Book” 
(Harper and Bros., New York City, $2.40). 
I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Preaching (vs. 1, 2). Christ was not long 
back again (1:39; 2:1) before it was heard that he 
was in Peter’s house (1:29), and a great crowd was 
assembled, so that not even around the door could 
any one move conveniently. Such an opportunity at 
once prompted Christ to preach the word, the good 
news (4:14). When he is in a house, he cannot be 
hid, for he fills every place, and people seek him. 


The Persistence (vs. 3, 4). Four men came on the 
outskirts of the house, bringing a needy friend, and 
could not get nearer for the crowd. Their ‘love for 
the sufferer and their confidence in Jesus Christ led 
them to overcome great hindrances. Their determi- 
nation was -helped by the outside staircase and flat 
roof of grass and mud of the Eastern house (13:15). 
The bed would be a mat (6:55). 

The Penetration (v. 5). When Christ with his 
Divine perception saw the faith of the friends, and 
knowing also by the same penetration the first anid 
deepest need of the palsied man, he said, “Son, thy 
sins are forgiven.” The crowd could only see the 
love and persistence of the four, but Christ could see 
their faith because he knew what was in man (John 
2:25). Some think the faith included that of the 
paralyzed man, but it is more probably to be lim’ 
to the friends. (2). 

The Pardon (vy. 5). They never thought of any- 
thing but physical healing, but Christ went farther 
and deeper, It is probable that the man’s palsy was 
due to sin, and so Christ dealt with that first (Johne 
5:14). To encourage the man, he addressed him as 
“son” or “child” (see Matt. 9:34). The blessing of 
forgiveness was at once (1) immediate; (2) com- 
plete; (3) permanent; (4) assured by the word of 
Christ. (3). 

The Prejudice (vs.-6-9). Not only the faith of the 
men and the need of the paralyzed, but the attitude 
of these enemies was perceived by Christ. The 
scribes aré first mentioned here in the. narrative, but 
are referred to in Mark 1:22. Their reasoning was 
quite correct and logical, for no one but God could 
forgive sins, Thus they fully recognized the Divine 
claim involved in Christ’s words, and yet their rea- 
soning in effect was quite wrong. Christ asked them 
whether it would be ‘easier to say, “Thy sins are 
forgiven,” or to say, “Arise and walk.” To them it 
would be easier to say what could not be proved, and 
yet Christ had really done the harder work in for- 
giving the man’s sin. (4) 

The Power (vs. 10, 11). But by doing what could 
be proved, he soon showed his power to do that which 
was invisible, and so he at once gave the man bodily 
strength, thereby vindicating his claim to forgive- 
ness, The title “Son of man” is found here for the 
first time, It probably came from Daniel 7: 13, and 
was a Messianic term, perhaps associated also with 
the solemn thought of rejection (Matt. 16:13; Luke 
9:18). It is found fourteen times in Mark and is 
always used in the New Testament by Christ himself, 
except once on the lips of Stephen (Acts 7: 56). 


The Proof (v.12). The man now “immediately” 
(Mark’s characteristic word) took up his bed or mat 
and walked out. before them all, the crowd now mak- 
ing room for him without difficulty. Thus the man 
possessed, enjoyed, manifested, and acknowledged 
the blessing to soul and body. The people, too, 
acknowledged what had been done by their amaze- 


‘that beneath the physical was the spiritual. 
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ment and testimony. They were impressed by the 
originality of the act (Matt, 9:33). eir astonish- 
ment isin signi t contrast to the scribes’ silence. 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Psa. 32; Luke 15: t1-24. 

The Additional Material for teachers covers two 
important passages: 1. Psalm 32 is one of the two 
Psalms which reflect David’s experience after his 
sin: Psalm 51 referring to the time immediately 
after Nathan’s visit; and Psalm 32 to a later period 
when David reviews the circumstances. The latter 
may be called the Song of the Forgiven Soul, and 
the following points are particularly noteworthy: 
(1) the sin; (2) the misery; (3) the recovery; (4) 
the mercy; (5) the blessedness. 

2. The other passage is the story of the Prodigal, 
and it may be considered from two standpoints: (1) 
the Prodigal first “came to himself”. (conviction) and 
then “came to his father” (conversion). (2) The 
father manifested Forgiveness and then Fellowship. 
It is also noteworthy that'this lesson is the first-in 
which faith is associated. with ‘Christ, the first in 
which he makes a Divine claim, and the first. in 
which the subsequently familiar and important title 
“Son of Man” occurs. 


Ill. The Graded Topics : 

Intermediate Topic: Jesus Healing Soul and Body. 
Additional Material: Luke 7: 36-50. The fact of 
Christ healing soul and body is seen~throughout the 
Gospels. Out of 33 miracles, 17 are those of physi- 
cal healing. In the incident (Luke 7: 36-50) we see 
the story of the healing of a soul, involving, in or- 
der, these four points: Sinfulness; Sorrow; Salva- 
tion; Satisfaction. 

Senior and Adult Topic: Jesus Meeting Man’s 
Deepest Need. Additional Material: Matt. 1:21; 
Luke 7: 36-50; Heb, 7:25. The deepest need of man 
is forgiveness. Modern fiction is full of the thought 
of punishment for broken law, while, as it has been 
said by Huxley, “there is no forgiveness in nature.” 
Society also does not, perhaps cannot, forgive. But 
Christ can forgive, and pardon has been called “his 
greatest innovation in morality.” Salvation from 
sin covers past (the penalty), present (the power), 
and future (the presence), and the passages given all 
include the word “save,” which we may think of as 
expressive of these points: S, simple (by faith) ; 
A,; assured (Christ’s Word); V,. vital (including 
everything); E, eternal (lasting forever). . This 
truth that forgiveness is man’s deepest need is spe- 
cially important to-day; for, with all the social, eco- 
nomic, intellectual, and political improvements, sin 
which is the source remains untouched until it is for- 
given. This constitutes the essential difference be- 
tween Christianity and all other religions. A physi- 
cian who favored selecting ideas from various medi- 
cal quarters said that an allopathic doctor treats 
symptoms, a homeopathist treats diseases, but that he 
himself treated the patient. Christ in treating the 
patient treats both causes and symptoms. (5) 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 
There.are four attitudes illustrated here. 


1. The Friends. We notice their (1) sympathetic 
love; (2) strong faith; (3) strenuous effort. 


2. The Man. His physical condition is symbolical 
of what he was spiritually: (1) helpless, unable to 
do anything for himself; (2) hopeless, never ex- 
pecting to be better; (3) useless, no good to any 
one around. (6) 

3. The Foes. Note their attitude to Christ as ex- 
pressive of his enemies at all times: (1) suspicious; 
(2) prejudiced; (3) defeated. 


4. The Master. Christ’s attitude in doing good is 
truly symbolical of what he does to-day in dealing 
with spiritual diseases. (1) His truthfulness. He 
pointed out the deepest need of the man, rer | 
(2) His 
tenderness. How delicately he adjusted himself to 
the need of the man, who was probably troubled in 
conscience, and so was told to “cheer up.” (3) His 
thoroughness. There was full restoration for soul 
and body, and at the same time an equally thorough 
treatment of the opposition manifested. 


V. Leading Questions 
What is palsy.and wherein does it symbolize sin? 
What elements of character are seen in the friends 
besides their faith? 
Why did Christ seem to ignore their reason for 
bringing him? 
_ What was right and what was wrong in the reason- 
ing of the scribes? 


What different supernatural powers of Christ are 
shown in this story? 


What is the meaning of “Son of man”?  Itlus- 
trate from other passages. ° 
What two results accompanied the miracle? Con- 


trast them. 


What is taught in the Acts and the Epistles about 
forgiveness ? 


Wyc irre CoLiecr, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


Te lesson this week takes us into the very heart 
of the prophetic forereview of the Messiah’s mis- 
sion—he must deal with sin, and he must remove 
from -the fair creation of God the evil consequences 
of sin. This is implied or expressed in all the ethics 
of the prophets. In no part of the inspired writings 
does the divine intolegamce of sin find more intense 
expression. The great writing prophets came to 
Israel at the moment when Jehovah was about to 
remove his chosen and dearly loved peop‘e from the 
land which he had given them in an everlasting cove- 
nant, and it fell to those great witnesses to establish 
the connection between the impending national dis- 
aster-and the national sin and unbelief which had 
made the disaster inevitable. Naturally, at this point, 
Messianic prophecy takes on a broadly ethical, rather 
specific form. Indeed, it is always needful to bear in 
mind, in. seeking fulfilments’ ef: prophecy, that the 
et was not only a foreteller. of specific coming 
events, such as the birth of Messiah, his crucifixion 
resurrection, second advent, but also the prophet laid 
down the broad moral bases of Messiah’s ministry. 
Our lesson to-day is of this class. The proof, after 
all, of the authority of Jesus to forgive sin—the only 
possible proof, lay in the demonstration of his power 
to deal with the consequences of sin. Disease, in a 
near or remote sense; is the most obvious of these. 
Therefore, in thus facing sin in its double aspect of 
guilt toward God, and present suffering, the Lord 
Jesus was fulfilling the great moral prophetic fore- 
view of his work, 


Dovuctaston, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


When Christ Comes In.—When he entered again 
into Capernaum .. . it was noised that he was in 
(v. 1). When Christ gets into one man, or a company 
of men, or a community of men, everybody soon 
knows it, Christ in a man makes him different. He 
is. called “queer,” “narrow,” “crank,” “fanatic,” 
“goodygoody,” “the limit,” and other slighting adjec- 
tives and nouns,—so long as the sun shines: and the 
wind is in the south. But when the clouds drop down 
into the valley and it is dark and the east wind roars 
they say, “Let’s go see Uncle Billy Watson about it.” 
And when the Lord calls Uncle Billy Home they will 
say, “If there ever was a real Christian, old Farmer 
Watson was the man. Folks’ll miss him.” When 
Christ gets into a business the world soon -knows it. 
When Christ gets into a town the lid goes on and 
the burg cleans up and Squedunk gets printed on the 
front page in big type as “news.” Yes, indeed, when 
rer) comes in the world hears (Mark 7:24; Acts 
4: §3). 


The Quitter.—They come, bringing unto him a man 
sick with the palsy (v. 3). When we read over this 
incident several questions suggest themselves, Why 
had not this man been cured last Sunday? Was he 
one who got left? Did no one tell him? Did he have 
no friends to bring him? Were these four fellows 
themselves cured last Sunday? Preachers and 
teachers can have sermons and lessons on any of these 
questions. Helpless old Palsy was poor enough in 
health but very rich in friends. Suppose that fellow 
on the off corner of the rug had gotten tired and 
quit? Would the man have beer cured? Think right 
hard over such a possibility and you will strike the 
philosophy of the contempt among men for a 
“Quitter.” Do you belong? I have had a men’s Bible 
class for many years. I have seen many a “palsied” 
man fail to get to Jesus and to salvation because some 
fellow dropped his corner. Any four fellows, good 
hustling chaps, can carry most any other fellow in 
town to the Sunday-school class and to Jesus’ feet if 
each man will hang to his corner. But the “hang to 
‘er” man is the exceptional man. These are the sort 
in the Iron Rose class, from which the mills have 
picked their best and advancing men. These are the 
sort that that “come bringing—a man” (Luke 9: 62; 
Acts 15: 37-39). (1) 


Heaven’s Impossibility.—Which is easier, to say 
... Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Arise ... and 
walk (v.9). Not which is easier to do, but easier to 
say. With most men it is easy to say but impossible 
to do. In everything but just one it is as easy for 
Heaven to do as to say. Only one thing Heaven can- 
not order. Heaven cures a leper by a word or a 
touch. Heaven can forgive us our sins. But Heaven 
cannot say to the stubborn rebellious heart of man, 
“Open and let me in.” Our will is the one thing that 
is really and truly our very own to do with exactly 
as we like (Gen. 1:27; Rev. 3:20). The old Ger- 
man had just taken Hans out into the woodshed and 
given him “von gude lickin’” for his badness. Hans 
stood whimpering in the corner with an ugly look on 
his face. Suddenly the old man grabbed him by the 
collar and gave him some more. “Dad, what for 
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you licks me dot time?” yelled Hans. 
“You tinks cuss words und I licks you 


for dot,” said his father. Unless_our 
wills are given to God punishment ‘only 
sours and embitters us. And Heaven can 
neither cure nor save. After revivals 
there are those who don’t “hold out” be- 
cause they really never gave in. Conse- 
quently nothing Christ can say or do 
avails. ‘He is able to keep, if men will 
but give in, against that day. Sin and 
sickness seem to go together both in the 
Old Testament and in the New (Psa. 
103:3). Is there any reason the chil- 
dren of the King should have either? 
Some .think ‘our diseases come from 
what goes into our mouths, and our sins 
we know come from what goes into our 
hearts. 


Hop, Skip, and Jump.—He arosz, and 
straightway took up the bed (v. 12). 
As far as going to a distant city is con- 
cerned all-of our erectors are helpless 
and upon the broad of their backs, like 
this man, The financial nerves are all 
palsied. We go to Ezra, Tom, Bill, or 
some other and say, “Go to Chicago.” 
And the man straightway arises and 
away he goes. Because with the order 
goes the strength of our concern 
handed out by the bookkeeper. Every 
business man understands all this per- 
fectly. Yet when Jesus tells some 
folks to “go to Chicago’—“Oh, 
could never do that, oh, dear, no,— 
let George do it.” They forget that 
when the Master gives an order to do a 
thing, with the order goes the strength 
to carry out the command. Don’t you 
think God is just as careful for his 
children as the machinery builder is for 
his workmen? Find this reference and 
never forget it, Philippians 4:13. When 
you are asked to step up into a leader- 
ship of any of Heaven’s activities, do 
not say you cannot do it. Just step. 
You do not know what you can do until 
you put forth the effort. It is said the 
secret of success of our, merchant 
princes is their judgment of men. The 
men blossomed ahd fruited under the 
warmth of responsibility. And heaven 
has as good judgment. as Business, and 
when you are picked for a church officer, 
a Sunday-school superintendent, or a 
teacher, straightway take up your bed 
with the strength you will find given 
you. That fellow must have gone down 
the street with a hop, skip, and jump— 
I should—and when you are raised up 
in Sunday-school walle you will go with 
a hop, skip, and jump! 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


w 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. Bo not 
submit ustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Gelden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

For Protection.—A man sick of the 
palsy (v. 3). His infirm distorted body 
was really the means of his salvation. 
Had he been sound and well he would 
probably never have been brought to 
Jesus or cared to have his sins forgiven. 
There is many a saint in heaven who 
will thank God forever that he had a 
helpless, disfigured body when on earth. 
To illustrate: The great plates of glass 
in the window of an unfinished store 
are always bedaubed with whitewash. 
Why? It is because the workmen have 
been in the habit of throwing things 
through the vacant space, and if the 
glass, when put in, were left transparent, 
they might not see it, and continue to 
do so. The glass, for its own protec- 
tion, is besmirched and discolored.— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. 

_ Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streatham Hill, 
London, Eng. (1) 

What It Was Good For.—And when 
they could not come nigh unto him for 
the crowd, they uncovered the roof 
: where he was (v. 4). A small boy at 
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a lakeside resort last summer launched | said, “10 P..M.” 


a little boat of his own manufacture one 
rather windy afternoon. The breeze 
filled the sails immediately, but instead 
of carrying the small craft on_ its 
course, capsized it and sent it straight 
to the bottom. The owner of the sail- 
boat looked sober for a moment, then 
with the most philosophical composure 
remarked, “That’s a good wind for* 
kites,” and forthwith started after his 
kite. The little fellow’s pluck and good 
sense are worthy of imitation, If you 
have failed in something you have at- 
tempted, the very circumstances which 
caused your fatlure may be an advan- 
tage when you try sometting’ else. 
Don’t sit down and sulk because your 
boat is gone to the bottom. The very 
wind that capsized it may carry your 
kite higher than you have dared to hope: 
—From Girl’s Companion. Sent by 
Martha Oakeford, Gloversville, N. Y. 
The prise for this week is awarded to 
this illustration, (2) 


Why He Wasn’t Troubled.—7hy sins 
are forgiven (v. 5). 


trial and the jury found him “Guilty.” 
Throughout the proceedings the con- 
demned man remained calnr and uncon- 
cerned, and even when the sentence was 
passed he said nothing. Then, producing 
a paper from his pocket, he handed it 
to the judge. It was the King’s full 
pardon which a mes. :nger had brought 
in time to set him free. With that in 
his pocket he feared nothing. So in our 
day of judgment, if we have Christ’s 
free pardon for sin we shall not be 
afraid of anything—From the Sunday 
Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, 
Eng. 

The Irishman’s Bible.—Who can for- 
give sins but one, even God? (v. 7.) 
A worker in connection with the Irish 
Church Missions spoke to an old man, 
over eighty years of age, about the 
Saviour’s willingness to save. The man 
listened respectfully, and replied, “I 
like what you say, but my Bible says, 
‘When the sinner meets God, his sins 
will be so heavy that the scale: will be 
against him. is only hope is that the 
blessed Mether of God will come and 
place her hand upon the other side of 
the scales and balance them. She will 
save us just when we are despairing. 
She is the sinner’s hope.’” The visitor 
asked to see the book which contained 
this story. A copy of the famous 
“Glories of Mary” was produced, This 
was the old man’s Bible. The visitor 
did not leave till the man had bought 
> Gospel and other Scriptures. 

ighty years of age, and till then the 
Bible utterly unknown!— From __ the 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. 

Who Made It?—Why reason ye these 
things in your hearts? (v. 8.) The 
kindness and generosity of obert G. 
Ingersoll won for him many friends who 
deeply regretted his opinions. Among 
these was Henry Ward Beecher. In the 
study of the famous preacher was an 
elaborate celestial globe, which had been 
sent him with the compliments of some 
manufacturer. On the surface, in deli- 
cate workmanship, were raised figures 
on the constellations and the stars which 
composed ther. The globe struck In- 
gersoll’s fancy. He turned it around 
and around with admiration. “This is 
just what I want,” he said. “Who made 
it?” “Who made it, do you say, col- 
onel?” repeated Beecher. “Who made 
this globe? Why, nobody, of course. 
It just happened.”—From the Youth’s 
Companion. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. Y. (3) 


Something to Sleep On.—He arose, 
and straightway took up the bed (v. 12). 
One man told me he was going to de- 
cide for Christ when going to bed. I 
asked what time that woull be. He 


In the reign of ! 
Charles I a prisoner was brought to | 





Looking at my watch, 
I said, “It is just 8.30. hy are you 
putting it off an hour and a half?” He 
could not say, but the real difficulty was 
soon discovered, and he asked, “Sir, if 
I trust Him, can he keep me?” “I 
should think so, Listen,” and I read 
John 10:28, 29: “Neither shall any 
pluck them out of my hand; and none 
is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand.” “Here is a double security. 
What a promise this is!” “Then I will 
trust Him,” said he, and my inquiring 
friend had been born again ‘nearly two 
hours when he turned into ‘his blankets ! 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent ‘by 
J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


2 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


ND many were gathered together 

(v. 2). The peasantry of Syria and | 
Palestine are naturally interested in any | 
religious discourse that is addressed to 
them in simple language, dealing with 
facts that they are familiar with, and 
presented with a personal note of sin- 
cerity ‘and sympathy. 

When a missionary is_ itinerating | 
among the villages of his large district, 
the peasants in the fields notice the di- 
rection in which his well-known horse 
is moving, and if it be in the afternoon 
they leave off work a little earlier so as 
to reach home and clean up, and be ready 
to join the company of hearers and 
worshipers. Their range of knowledge 
is limited and they like to hear new 
things and get examples and illustra- 
tions which they can retail to others, 
and’ they have a happy conviction that 
the Lord of all sets as great a value 
upon them as upon the rich and edu- 
cated. 


| 





Missionaries with the  evatigelistic 
gift. of popular speech and _ spiritual 
urgency look back on these village gath- 
erings as precious times of’ sc d-sow- 
ing; and not the least important ‘part of 
their missionary service. ‘The Lord 
Jesus gave it a leading place among the 
characteristics of his ministry: “The 
poor have the gospel seseehit unto 
them.” 

They uncovered the roof where he was 
(v. 4). The usual flat roof of a village 
house consists of a thick covering of 
rolled earth laid upon branches which 
are supported by beams and _ smaller 
crossbeams. It could not have been 
such a roof that was uncovered, as the 
downpour of dust and débris would | 
have instantly cleared the room of the | 
assembled crowd, On account of the | 
numbers present and seeking entrance, | 
Jesus would be standing in the largest | 
room, which was the open court with | 
rooms on each side. .From the fact, 
mentioned in Mark 2:45, that he was 
able at the time to live outs‘de of the 
villages, it was evidently the summer 
season, and at that time the people often 
cover such an open court or part of it 
with branches and matting to be a screen 
from the sun. It would be a simple 
matter for the bearers to remove 
enough of this to be able to let down 
their patient. In seeking Jesus difficul- 
ties often turn into advantages, as when 
the short stature of Zacchaeus led him 
to the sycomore tree from which he got 
the best view of all, and afterwards 
granted the favor of admission to those 
who had pushed him back. (1) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr, 
we 


“The best yet,” says a _ Christian | 
leader of the 1918 Booklet of the Bible | 
Success Band. Send 15 cents to The | 
Sunday School Times Company for it, 
or 12 cents each if you order ten. 























The Lesson Cartoon for this week appears on the second page of the issue, in 
illustration of the leading editorial, “‘ Does God's Forgiveness Pauperize 
Us? “—a “sidelight ” on the lesson “ Jesus Forgiving Sin.” 




















JANUARY -12, 1918 


From. the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee more than words can tell for 
the lifting of the hurden of sin from our 
lives. We thank thee for thy loving call to 
arise from the bondage in which we have 
been held, and we thank thee for the power 
thou dost give us to answer thy call. Dear 
Lord, guard us, we pray thee,. against the 
sin of carrying the memory of our sins into 
the new life that thou-dost~promise. Thou 
knowest that the burden even of-the remem- 
brance of our sin we could not bear, ‘and 
still-do -the« work-that thou.dost call us to 
do. But. keep us, we pray thee, in constant 
remembrance of thyself, and of all‘thy mercy 
to us thiné undesérving followers. May we 
testify in word and in life to thy redeeming 
power. -In thy dear name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Of course Jesus 
is surprising to those who do-not under- 
stand him. Even the surgeon -who. per- 
forms a wonderful operatiomi<seems to 
have almost miraculous powéf, ‘but those 
who know him well are not strprised at 
what he can do, but just glad and thank- 
ful, The more we know about Jesus the 
less surprised we shall be at his won- 
derful love and power. 
the four men who brought the palsied 
man to Jesus were as much surprised 
at what Jesus did as were some others 
in the crowd? No, they would never 
have brought the*man to Jesus if they 
had not expected something. What was 
it Jesus saw in these men, that led him 
at once to forgive the sins of the palsied 
man? Yes, their faith, And would 
Jesus see faith like that in us if we 
should bring to him a sinner who was 
in great need, or would he have any 
reason to think that we had just-a little 
doubt about his power? Why, you only 
need to look into the face of some one 
from whom he has taken the sin burden 
away to know what joy he gives in place 
of that awful load! 
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Do you see the lesson-story there -in 
a few words? Are you leading others 
to Jesus, with faith that he will forgive 
and set free? Oh, what a Lord we have, 
and ‘how little we do to tell others of 
him! Would you have been one of the 
four? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“T am coming, Lord.” 

“When morning gilds the skies.” 
“We have heard the joyful sound.” 

“ Since Jesus came into my heart.” 
“Come, every soul by sin oppressed.” 
“Majestic sweétness sits enthroned.” 
“ Ring’ the bells of heaven.” 

(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 32: 1-11 (71 : 1-3). 
Psalm 51 : 1-13 (114: 1-4). 
Psalm 37 : 1-11, 23, 24 (83 : 1-3). 
Psalm 18 : 25-33 (34: 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 7-14 (59: 1-4). 
Isaiah 1: #8 (317: 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Feng TEACHING.—Jesus has power 
to heal sickness and sin. (Study 
parallel accounts: Matthew 9:1-8 and 
Luke 5: 18-26.) 

Before ¢he Story—In the country 
where Jesus lived, houses and furni- 
ture were different from ours, Many 
houses had only one story with an out- 
stde stairway leading to a flat roof 
where people often walked or sat as 
we do on our porches. 

In this warm country a bed was often 
only a thin mattress to be laid on the 


Do you think. 





a 


eon See and. heal 
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floor at night and. rolled up to be put | 
away during the day, which was as easy | 
as for us to fold and put away a com- | 
fort. On such a bed men could easily | 
carry a sick friend, just as sick people 
are carried nowadays on a_ stretcher | 
from the ambulance into the hospital. 


Introduction—Did you ever think | 
what a busy day your _ doctor | 
spends? He_ yisits the, sick in their | 
homes, he talks to many in his office, 
who have all sorts of ailments. He 
tries to help them all. He goes some- 
times to the hospital to operate and to 
visit his patients who are there. Be- 
sides, he is likely to be called by phone 
during meals and at night. 


Review.—Jesus spent very busy days, 
and he healed many who were sick. He 
was busy, too, with preaching and teach- 
ing. Recall incidents of the two previ- 
ous lessons. Such crowds followed 
him that he went away for a while to 
help people in other cities. 

Among those who were healed was a 
leper, who had to call, Unclean! un- 
clean! whenever other people came 
near him. He heard that’ Jesus was 
near and said, Lord, if you will, you 
can make me clean Jesus said, I will: 
be thou clean, and the leper was healed. 
The news spread so fast that people 
came from all directions to ask Jesus 
to heal them or their friends. 


“His hands were always helping, - 
And his eyes were always kind; 
And -he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-school, Clayton 
Summy, Publisher, Chicago, 15 cents.) 


Lesson Story—(An Oriental house, 
made from a box, a drawing or pic*ure 
will make the incidents plainer.) 

After some days Jesus returned to 
Capernaum by the sea. When people 
heard it they gathered in the court- 
-yard-of the-house to hear him preach 
and teach,. Even the doorway was 
crowded so that no more people could 
get in.) .; 

four men, had carried a .sick friend 
on a’mattress, hoping that- Jesus might 
him. _ They. were - disap- 
pointed to. find such a crowd, They de- 
_ cided to climb the outside stairs to the 
’ flat, tiled roof above. They uncovered 
‘part of the thin roof over the place 
where Jésus stood below. People must 
have wondered what was happening as 
they heard the noise overhead, saw the 
hole and then a mattress let down care- 

fully by ropes tied to the corners and a 

sick man lying on the mattress, which 

came. down right in front of Jesus. 

Of course the preaching stopped. 
Everybody watched and listened. Jesus 
looked at the helpless man and said, 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. Some 
faultfinders were there who said to each 
other, What right has this man to say 
that? Only God can forgive sins. 

Jesus saw them and knew what they 

were talking about, so he said to them, 
Which is easier, to say, Thy sins be for- 
given thee, or to say, Arise, take up thy 
bed and walk? 
, Io prove his power to heal both sick- 
ness and sin, Jesus said, Arise, take up 
your bed and go to your own house. 
The man arose, rolled up his mattress 
like a rug, picked it up, and went forth 
from the house to his own home. 

How people stared! They were 
amazed and said, We never saw any- 
thing like this before! They praised 
and glorified God for the power of 
Jesus to heal sickness and sin. In the 
Lord’s Prayer we say, Thine is the 
power and the glory. 

After the Story—When hands and 
faces get dirty, is there any way to 
make them clean? When clothes get 
soiled what will rhake them clean? 

When sin spoils our hearts and lives, 
only Jesus can wash away sin and make 
our lives clean and right. God is ready 
to forgive when we are truly sorry for 
sin. That is why we may pray in the 
Lord’s Prayer, Forgive us our sins. 
Sometimes we sing the same prayer: 


“Jesus, tender shepherd, hear me! 
Bless thy little lamb to-night; 
Through the darkness be thou near me, 
Keep me safe till morning light. 
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“ May my sins be all forgiven, 
Bless the friends I love so well; 
Take me when I die to heaven, 
Happy, there, with thee to dwell.” 


Hand-work.—Give to each child! a 
narrow strip of paper. Roll one end or 


fold it over for a pillow. On the plain 


part, which represents the bed, let each 
child write something. which Jesus said 


to the palsied man. “Teachers will need 


to write for the-younger children, or 
memory verse may be copied. 
Peoria, ILL. 


the 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


“TI lay my wants on Jesus, all fulness dwells 

in Him; 

He heals all my diseases, He doth my soul 
redeem. 

I lay my griefs on Jesus, my burdens and 
my cares; . 

He from them all releases, He all my sor- 
row shares.” 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Introduction, a brief word-sketch of 
Jesus at work (Mark 1 : 40-45; 2: 1, 2). 
2. Question and Answer Method on three 


points: (1) Faith that brought the 
blessing. (2) Authority that forgave and 
healed. (3) Criticism that would rea- 


son the authority away. 
3. Closing hymn (above) and prayer 
(below). 











OR the introduction to-day ask for 
the little word-sketch of Mark 1: 
40-45, as prepared by one girl for her 
home assignment, Linger very briefly 
on its details, failing not to note that 
compassionate touch of the hand on him 
who had felt no single touch of man’s 
sympathy for many a year, the touch 
that brought healing for his incurable 
disease. But rather dwell on the re- 
sult of. that healing, the widespread 
popularity of Jesus, which almost choked 
the passage of its own desire and com- 
pelled. Jesus to seek quiet: and secluded 
places for the time, not only to rest, but 
to teach his closest disciples those vital 
truths .which constituted his greatest 
work for them and for the world. 
This. will bring you into the very at- 
mosphere of this lesson, so vividly de- 
scribed in Mark 2:1, 2. A few brief, 
pointed questions, quickly asked and an- 
swered, will establish this background. 
Into what city did Jesus enter? Had 
he been there before? (“again.”) Where 
did he stay? (Note margin, “at home.”) 
How long was it before the crowds 
found him again? How did they hear 
of his presence? 


Do you not think | 





many in thi8 crowd had been in that | 


other one gathered at sunset upon a re- 
cent Sabbath around the same door? 
Now call for the accurate description 


of the houses of that time and place | 


(home assignment), and after it is 
given show the best picture of one you 
can secure; and do the same for the 
“bed” here mentioned. Then from open 
Bibles read the incident of the lesson, 
verses 3-12, slowly but without comment. 

Now comes the heart of the lesson, in 
these points: (1) the faith that brought 
the blessing; (2) the authority that 
healed and forgave; (3) the criticism 
that would “reason” away such author- 
ity. Make your outline under these 
heads, leaving space for the points to 
be added under each as they develop in 
class discussion. 


_ 1. The faith that brought the bless- 
ing. Whose faith? How evidenced? 
Against what obstacle did this faith 
move? Any expression for it in words? 
How do you think it had been aroused? 
What temptations did they have, to give 
up trying? 


Did the sick man beg help | 





of his four friends to get to the Healer | 


or did they beg him to let them take him 
for healing? Upon what words in the 
account do you base your opinion? 
(“They come,” “they could not,” “they 


uncovered the roof,” “they let down the | 


bed,” “Jesus . . . seeing their faith.”) 
What part did the sick man play? 
was only “borne of four” and “lay” till 
Jesus healed and empowered him,. will- 
ing to be gifted with health and forgive- 
ness.) Is there not a lesson here for 
a Sunday-school class?. What may not 


(He | 


the loving faith of four of you do for !f 


any one of you? “If two of you shall | 
agree,” said Jesus, “it shall be done for , 

.”. Have Matthew 18:19, read | 
aloud. These four men were true in- 
tercessors. (1) . >. . 


2. The authority that healed and for- | 
gave. What first evidence did Jesys 
give here of -the divine authority within 
himself? (“Seeing their faith,” without 
confession of it ‘from them other ~ th 
by their determination to bring their 
sick friend go his. notice.) Are Jesus’ 
words in verse 5 a prophecy of what 
should be done or a statement of what 
he did there and then? What did he 
perceive besides the silent’ faith of the 
four? What proof of his authority did 
he give them all? Haye we any such 
proof of his‘authority before us to-day? 
(Very latest records of his authority 
from mission lands? From your own 
church or personal acquaintance?) He 
has to-day, and uses, in response to such 
faith, the same divine authority here 
proved. “Believe me for the very 
works’ sake,” he says, now as then. 


3. The criticism that would reason | 
away such authority. From whom did 
it come? Here ask for full informa- 
tion about the scribes (or the Phari- 
sees) as discovered through the home 


2! 











assignment. Dwell on the character- 
istics of these critics of Jesus as evi- 
denced by their lives, aside from their 
attitude toward him. “By their fruits 
ye shall know them,” as truly as by ‘his 
works we know him. Can any just “rea- 
soning” be done by such witnesses? (2) 

Do you come to your Bible that way? 
Or do you come really to find out what | 
truth is there? Preconceived ideas | 
about the Bible are often taught and | 
accepted, in schools and colleges especi- | 
ally, instead of an honest, open-minded | 
study of it, and so its divine authority 
is “reasoned” away. Do you come to 
Jesus to bless your plan, or do you | 
come to ask him to give you his wisdom | 
and bless it to his ends? Do you rea- 
son that something :“is 'too good to be 
true,” “would be a perfect miracle,” 
“too hard almost for God,” and ‘so para- 
lyze your prayers and‘ your efforts? ‘Or ! 
do you come, as these four did, over every | 
obstacle, with absolute :faith in -your | 
heart in his divine authority to work 
his will in and through his surrendered 
ones? Teachers, ‘let us search our own | 
hearts for the answers to these search- 
ing questions before we thus question 
our girls. 

Close with this prayer: “Our Father, 
grant us such faith, such blessing as to- 
day thy Word has revealed to us, and 
deliver us from such ‘reasoning’ that we 
too may glorify God every day in our 
lives. In the name of Jesus. Amen.” | 
Write out your closing prayer on small 
slips of paper, before class, and pass 
them to your girls quickly, asking for 
united prayer, with you, and also that 
this petition be offered daily during the 
coming week. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 2: 13 to 3: 6. 

Give these references to: five girls for 
home reading, to be reported briefly in | 
class next Sunday: Exodus 20: 8-11; | 
Isaiah 58:13, 14; Nehemiah 13: 15-22; | 
Matthew 12: 1-8; Luke 4: 16. 

ATLANTA, Ga. 


ye 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 








How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Notice the connecting link introduc- 
tion. 


Explain palsy, the: roof, and the bed. 











Points: Obstacles are to be overcome, 
helping Christ, soul health most im- 
portant. 

Illustrations: scaling a wall; some 
story of difficulties overcome. 

se HERE did Jesus and his disciples 


take their second hike?” It didn’t 

take us long to find. the answer to that 

(1: 38, 39). They made a kind of cir- 

cuit of neighboring towns, doing good 
( Continued on next pager 





“Four Times 
a Day 


I Reach for Those 
Bubble Grains” 








So one mother says. 


That is the way to use 
Puffed Rice and Puffed 
Wheat. They are both foods 
tidbits. Serve them all day 
ong. 


These are whole-grain bub- 
bles—airy, flaky, fragile. They 
have an alluring taste. 


In the morning serve like 
other’ cereals, or mix any 
fruits. At. other times float iim 
bowls. of amilk. . . 
Sak or butter, like peanuts 
or poptorn, for children after 
school. Use like nut-meats in 
candy making — as wafers in 
your soups. 

For these delightful dainties 
are the best foods one can eat. 
They are whole grains, with 
whole-grain nutrition. Every 
food cell is exploded, so that 


every atom feeds. 


Puffed Puffed 
Wheat Rice 


and Corn Puffs 
Each 15c Except in Far West 














These are steam-exploded 
grains, hey are made by 
Prof. .Anderson’s process—by 
shooting the grains from guns. 


before were grains 
enticing, or so fitted 
Keep all three kinds 


Never 
made so 
to digest. 
on 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 
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Corresponden 
Bible Study 


This year The Moody Bible Institute otters eight 
strong courses for systematic Bible by 
correspondence, For all unable to attend a Bible 
Institute, correspondence study isa p 
efficient and economical 

deeper, clearer knowledge the Bible. 
courses are thoroughly Popular. 
have a course for everyone, young or old, begin- 


ner, student or instructor. 
The Moody Bible Institute 
4 - LY wane oueilt be be 
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MAN UFACTURER TO YOU 
MADE TO YOUR qnees 15¢ AND UP 
tree, showing hundreds of new designs. Write today, Two 

Popular designe illustrated made with any equal 

amount of lettering and with one or 

two colors best hard enamel. Prices: 

Silver plate 16¢ each, $1.60 duz. 

Steriing siver 30¢ 
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“Fectures on Messianic Prophecy ” 


By MARK LEV 
A Hebrew Christian, Missionary and Evangelist. 
These Lectures are the result of a long life of research on 
the part of the author. Mr. Lev has made an invaluable 
egeeation to peophatic ry ee — A and 
grophecy will want CY rice cents. 


Mark Lev, 703 Temple Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 














Philadelphia, January 12, 1918 





The Sunday School Times is a weekly 


study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 
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| know how Peter felt about the way 


| 


| 


| turns everywhere they went. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 


( Continued from preceding page) 


Finally 


| they got back home to Capernaum, and 


of course stayed at Simon Peter’s house 
(2:1 and 1:29). Word soon got out 
that they were there, and then a crowd 
gathered and wanted Jesus to preach 


| to them. So he talked to all that could 





get in the house. While he was preach- 
ing there came a noise up on the roof. 
Somebody was actually clawing a hole 
through right over Jesu%’ head. I don’t 


they were treatin ng his house, but Jesus 
understood it, and must have been glad 
that people were so anxious for help. 
So he waited, and down through the 
roof came a sick man, lowered with 
ropes. 

Bumps explained that this man had 
suffered a paralytic stroke, and for some 
cause or other had missed getting to 
Jesus that evening when he healed all 
the others in the neighborhood (1: 34). 
So now four of his neighbors .had 
brought him. 

“Why didn’t they come in the door?” 
asked teacher. 

“Couldn’t get through the crowd,” 
spoke up Carl. “But they weren’t going 
to be stumped, so they climbed up on 


| the roof and got the man in that way.” 


Fatty had looked up what kind of a 
bed they lowered him on and said it 
was just a thin mattress. They prob- 
ably put one rope under his shoulders 
and another under his knees and let 
him down between the joists. 

Teacher talked a while about not giv- 
ing up before difficulties. He said any 
one could lie down in front of a brick 
wall, but it took a first class scout to 
scale it without a ladder. 

He told about a blind boy he used to 
go to school with. The boy’s sister read 
all his lessons to him and he had the 
rest of the class skinned a mile; worked 
long problems in his head, and knew all 
the dates. Teacher thinks if that blind 
boy could do that, we fellows who can 
see ought not to be stumped by any- 
thing. 

“Pucker may go on with the story,” 
said teacher. So I told how Jesus for- 
gave the man’s sins, and when the Phari- 
sees grumbled about it, he proved his 
power by healing the man so that the 
fellow jumped up, rolled up his blankets 
under his arm and started for home as 
fast as he could go, with the crowd 
that wouldn’t move to let him _ in, 
squeezing back to let him out, as if they 


| thought he was a ghost, 


Che Sunday School Gines 





The Sunday School Times is pub- | 


lished weckly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates’ include 


postage : 

Five or more copies, either | 
$1. 00 to separate addresses or ina | 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 
$1. 50 One copy, or any number of 

copies less than five, $1.50) 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 
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lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 
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“Jesus sure did his good turn that 
day,” remarked little Carl wistfully, 
looking as if he wished his poor back 
could be cured. 

“Did he do it alone?” asked teacher. 

“No, sir,” spoke up Bulldog Jones, 
“those four fellows that busted through 


lthe roof helped. Th habty |: 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible | as happy as on ee ae ees 


as happy as any one over it, and ran a 
race with the healed man all the way 
home to join in the celebration.” 

That was the second point in the les- 
son, team work. No good turn is too 
hard if you get enough boys hold of it, 
and Jesus often needs us to work with 
him in bringing seme boy to Sunday- 
school or helping some one in distress. 
Teacher says that’s being partners with 
God (1 Cor. 3:9). 

“How do you suppose the poor fellow 
felt at first when Jesus forgave his sins 
and never said a thing about his paraly- 
sis?” asked teacher, 

Carl thought probably he was disap- 
pointed, and teacher said it is natural 
for us to want material blessings first 
of all. He says that’s one reason 
Christian Science makes such a strong 
appeal to many people. It puts health 
first. But Jesus knew what this man 
needed- most, and teacher thinks per- 
haps the poor fellow was under convic- 
tion and most anxious to get rid of his 


| sins. At any rate sin is worse than 
paralysis, and pardon more important 
than health, but often Jesus gives us 


both as he did this man. 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 2: 13 to 3: 6. 


Why was plucking grain breaking the 
Sabbath ? 





What justified them in doing it? 


Tell the story of David eating shew- 
bread. 


What did Jesus value more than Sab- 
bath laws? 


( What was wrong with the Pharisees? 
v. 5.) 

Who were the Herodians? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE late Henry Ward Beecher was 

wont to say: “I would rather have, 
as evidence of piety in applicants for 
church membership, the assurance that 
they have daily household prayer than 
the assurancé¢ that they are right on 
every point ‘in the whole creed. That is 
soul-evidence. In the prayer of the 
household I think our affections have, 
as it were, a celestial bath, where they 
cleanse -and purify themselves.” 

If such a test were applied to-day, it 
is to be feared there would be some 
strange searchings of heart. 

January 21 to 27 
Mon.—Mark 2: 1-12. Jesus Forgiving Sin. 


It is the prerogative of God to for- 
give sins, and he shares this power 
with none. Since Jesus maintained his 
right to forgive, he claimed equality 
with God and the recoil of the scribes 
was from this conclusion. To say thy 
sins be forgiven, and to effect that, is 
beyond man’s power. 

PRAYER Suacestions: Pray for the 
children and the children’s friends, that 
their early associations may be of the 
right kind, in order that during their 
plastic years they may be influenced for 
Christ; that parents may be patient lest 
they provoke their children to anger; 
that home may be still ‘more’ precious 
to our loved ones. 

Tues.—Psalm 32. 
The “eer aw of Forgiveness. 

Dr. Bonar gave to this Psalm. the title 

of “The way of forgiveness traversed 
by the righteous”: a fitting title, too. 
Forgiveness is preceded by confession, 
with it come security and preservation, 
and it is followed by promises and 
warnings. The forgiven seul is full of 
praise and gladness. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Give thanks to 
God for the provision He has made for 
our bodily necessities; for a wise con- 
servation .of food; pray for the Food 
Controller that he. may so order things 
that the poor may be freed from undue 
anxiety; for all who are beset with fears 
and perplexities regarding loved ones 
at the front. 

Wed.—Luke 15: 11-24. A Forgiven Son. 


When God pardons he pardons to the 
uttermost. here is no grudging in 
God’s, as there is often in man’s, for- 
giveness, Fully, freely, and without 
reservation does he forgive, and the 
only measure of it is his immeasurable, 
overflowing love which is as measure- 
less as himself. 

Prayer Sucacestions: Pray for the 
poor and necdy, the many broken- 
hearted ones, and mazy sorrow-laden 
ones; for the destitute, aged, and the 
widows. The sorrows of many in these 
days are heartrending; seck the Lord’s 
blessing on all who are trying to solve 
the perplexing problems of to-day by a 
practical Christianity. 

Thurs.—Luke 7: 41-50. Forgiven Much. 


What a study in contrasts! The self- 
complacent Pharisee, respectable in life 
and rigid in morality, and “this woman” 
with gross sin. High over all is the 
friend of publicans and sinners—Jesus. 
It is little the poor woman can do, but 
she does it, and to her comes “much 
forgiveness.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Italy, 
that somehow through the heart-racking 
trials of the world crisis the nation may 
be led to the knowledge of the true God 
and Jesus Christ his Son; that the peo- 
ple of that land may be freed from 
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You Should 
Guard Against 


WEAK LUNGS AND 
THROAT TROUBLE 
AFTER ANY SICKNESS 
because a weakened system 
readily yields to tubercular 
germs. The best and purest 
body-builder known to medical 
science is SCOTT’S EMULSION 
It is predigested medical nour- 
ishment, easy to take, and sure 
in effects. Scott’s Emulsion 
is free from alcohol or 
opiates, and is as neces- 
sary after sickness as 
fresh air and sunshine. 


Scott & Bowne, 
Bloomfield. N. J. 
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Tah, safe and effective, avoiding internal dru Woop 
zed Cresolene relieves the paroxysms of 
cousk and Spasmodic Croup at once; it nips the common mage 4 
before it has achance of developin into something worse, and 
experience shows that a pe glested cold cold is a dangerous cold. 

Mrs. Ballington Booth says: “‘Ne family. where there 
are young children, ould be without this lamp.” 

The air carrying the an tiseptic vanes, inhaled with every 
breath, makes breathing easy and relieves the congestion, 
assuring restful nights. . 

It is called a boon by » thma sufferers. 

For the of Scarlet Fever and Mea- 
sles, and as an aid in “hee treatment of Diphtheria, Cresolene 
is — on account its powerful goretertel qualities. 

It is a protection te those exp 
a 8 best recomm endation is its 38. years of success- 
use. 
ous by Druggists. Send for descriptive booklet. 
ry Oresolene Antiseptic Throat Tablets for the irritated 
mA composed of slippery elm bark, licorice, sugar and 
Cresolene. They can’t harm you. Of your druggist or from 
us, 10c. in stamps. 


The VAPO.CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Butiding, Montreal, Canada 

















superstition and priéstcraft, and Brevioht 
to the liberty of the Gospel. 


Fri—1 John‘l. Forgiveness and Cleansing. 


The forgiven soul is looked upon “in 
Christ” as though he had never sinned, 
so perfect is the cleansing. It is from 
all sin, As a chain, sin is broken; as a 
stain, it is cleansed. Every dark and 
foul spot is removed by the application 
of the blood of Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
friendless and the fallen; for those who 
have gone out ef the way and have lost 
all that we count precious; seek their 
restoration in prayer; for all preventive 
and reformatory institutions; for all 
midnight and rescue missions, 
Sat.—Isaiah 1: 2-6, 16-18. 

The Scarlet Made White. 

What:an abhorrent thing sin is! How 
loathsome and vile. If the sensitive 
among us shrink from the descriptign, 
what must be the feeling of a pure and 
holy God? Could the divine majesty 
and mercy be more manifest than in the 
miracle of making black souls white in 
the red blood of the Redeemer? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
missions among the Jews; for the dis- 
tribution of the Gospels and for por- 
tions of Scripture among the children 
of Abraham; pray especiaily for Pales- 
tine in her hour of distress, despair, 
hunger, and thirst; that in going back 
to their land the Jews may have their 
eyes opened to the true Messiah. 


Sun.—1 Peter 1: 13-23. Forgiven to Serve. 


The Son is a Servant. We are saved 
to serve. At;the moment of conver- 
sion Christ constitutes us evangelists, 
and we,are under orders to proclaim 
Him to others. In the day of scrutiny 
every man’s work will be tried, and only 
that done for Him and for his sake will 
bear the test, 

Prayer SuacestTions: Pray for the 
message of Life that shall be preached 
to-day from the pulpits throughout the 
land ; that the people may be made to see 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 27 (Mark 2 : 1-12) 


the exceeding sinfulness of sin; for 
spiritual-awakening all over the land, 
and that the cruel warfare in all the 
world may lead the nations to God. 


_ Pray for the restoration of peace and 
safety. 
New York Ciry. 
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[ Children at Home 





How the Moss Helped Us 


By F. C. Judd 


“€&7OU will have to try to get some 
flour, as we are nearly out.” 

This was the greeting we got at home 
one day at noon, as my brother and I 
came in from the bush to dinner, some 
forty years ago in the wilds of Mus- 
koka, Canada, We had settled on one 
of the free grant lots, had put up our 
log shanty, 16 by 20, and had a small 
clearing in the dense forest, while our 
nearest neighbor was over a mile away. 

About three miles to the south of us 
were some falls where a saw mill was 
built ; and the owner had erected a grist 
mill where flour could be purchased if 
he had more than he needed for him- 
self. It was late in the fall, in Novem- 
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What is the meaning of Armageddon? 
This question is answered on 
. page 1346 of the 
.. Scofield .:: 
Reference Bible 
Ed. by Rev. C: 1; Scofield, D.D. 
a ee ie 4 
: eur. Dr. Sco! Shae an co 
- to a Bible study course. 
New Edition.” 2 Sizes. 32 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
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KEEP SINGING 


*‘ Singing makes the burden lighter, 
Singing drives the care away, 
With a prayer and song the path i is lighter, 
Keep singing all the day. 


——— 
“« Music at times like the present becomes a necessity.’ 


Keep Your Sunday School Singing 
Get my best and brightest songs you can,—the hope- 
ful, helpful, cheerful kind. 

Our new Sunday school hymnal. 
JUBILATE » A credit to any school. ee 

rtments. All phases of S 

day school work tem Orchestrated. Prices to 
suit, —$20, $25, $30, $35, according to binding. Samples 
free to.Pastors or Superintendents. 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch St., Philadelphia 











Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827, 


Main Office and Works “°"Mas..°” 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 
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STANDS HOT AND COLD WATER 


ber, and snow had fallen, but a thaw 
| with rain had set in. 

| Taking our bags, we started to fol- 
| low a trail made by the surveyors in 
laying out the art Fa All went well, 
and on reaching the mill we found we 
| were able to purchase what flour we 
| wanted. We soon set out on our re- 
turn trip, making even better time be- 
Foal we could walk in our tracks in 
the soft snow. But, alas, we had not 
thought how quickly darkness comes on 
at that time of the year, and we were 
still some distance from home when all 
| tracks were lost and we came to a com- 
| plete standstill. 

| It looked like tramping the woods all 
|night to keep ourselves warm, We 
| might have found a dry stub and set 
light to it, but, neither of us being 

, smokers. we did not carry matches, so 

| that thought had to be abandoned. 
Baring our heads we told the loving 
| Father of our peril, of the distress of 
| the dear ones when they found we did 
| not appear, and we asked Him to guide 
us aright. As we stood waiting, for we 
could do nothing else, my brother said, 
“I ‘have read somewhere that the moss 
always grows on the north side of the 
trees.” 

Now it was to the north that we 
wanted to go, and taking this as our 
answer, I told him to stand still where 
he was, while I went forward, feeling 
the trees till I came to one with moss, 
and then calling him to me, I again 
hunted for another. It was slow work 
in the dense darkness, but it was sure, 
and presently to my joy I saw the open- 
ing of our clearing in the bush, and soon 
after the welcome light came streaming 
from the window. 

I need not say that at worship that 
night hearty thanks ascended to the 
Father of mercies for His goodness and 
preserving care, 





taken the place of the howling of the 
wolves, and the laughter of children is 


the wilderness, Frame houses and 
‘barns occupy the site of the shanties, 
meadows and grain-fields stretch out in 
vision, and yet, with the children now 
scattered to all parts of the world, the 


when the little ones gathered round 
Father and Mother without a thought 
or a care, and heard this story of how 
God took care of us that night long 
ago when we lost our way. Three of 
the boys who used to listen to it with 
so much interest, as the children of 
The Sunday School Times family are 
now listening, went to Europe with the 
Canadian troops. One was killed by 
shellfire, another was “gassed,” while 
the third has been invalided home. I 
thank God all were His dear children. 


Doe Lake, ONTARIO. 
we 


There is a value that lasts for twelve 
months in the 1918 Bible Success Band 
Booklet, which helps one to memorize a 
Bible verse daily. It may be ordered 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 15 cents each; 12 cents each with 





an order for ten or more. 





colds. 


OYS will run in the rain and slide through the slush. 
Give them Smith Brothers’ to ward off coughs and 


a box along to church to prevent coughing. 


SMITH BROTHERS of Poughkeepsie 


S. B. Cough Drops are pure. -No drugs. Take 

















Since then the tinkle of the bells has ! 


heard in the fields that have displaced | 


memory goes back fondly to the time | 
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There is a way 
to get them to 
memorize Scripture 


—a way so attractive, so simple, s0° Pieh: tm results: that: 


will wonder why you haven't tried’ it belore® with your class oe 


in your home. 


Do not let another day of 1918 go by without writing for 
full information about the Bible Success Band, a world-wide 
movement for Bible memorizing. 


A beautiful booklet tor 1918, richly illuminated in colors 
and gold, containing a Scripture reference for each day of the 
year, and the portraits of some of the world’s foremost Chris- 


tian leaders, with their testimony to the value of Bible memo-, 


rizing, has been prepared by Mrs. E. A. R. Davis, the founder 
of the movement. 


Send 15 cents for a copy of the Bible Success Band Book- 
let so-day,—examine it, start the plan in your own home, in 
your class,—and let this be a Bible memorizing year for you 
and others in your circle of influence. ‘The booklets may be 
had in lots of ten or more at 12 cents each. 


Tens of thousands are devoted members of the Band, in 
Australia, Canada, Ceylon, China, Finland, Great Britain, 
India, Italy, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, and the United 
States. Here are brief quotations from testimonies written 
especially for the Bible Success Band Booklet : 


‘* How thankfully I can bear witness to the precious effect of 
this storing up of the Divine Book, bit by bit! God speed more 
and more the Bible Success Band !''—Handley Moule, Bishop of 
Durham, England. 

‘In God's Word is not only light on the path of life, but an 
education for the youngest.''"—Francis E. Clark, D.D 

‘‘It has always been true that those who know the most of 
the Scriptures enjoy the most of God.’’—Marion Lawrance. 

‘Familiarity, through memory, with the noblest passages of 
Scripture is surely part of a liberal spiritual education.'’—/Prof- 
Davis S. Cairns, D.D., Aberdeen. 

‘I can think of ow that will do more to make the Chris- 
tian life a success.’ C. Dixon, D.D., Pastor ‘Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, London. 


Do you agree with these testimonies? Then send for 
the Bible Success Band Booklet to-day ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
1031. WALN 


TIMES COMPANY 
NUT STREET, - - PHILADELPHIA 


~< 

















Study the.Bible by ou 
Fascinating Picture Method 


000.00 In Cash 


Will Be Awarded Those Who Submit 
the Most Suitable Bible Verses for 
30 Beautiful Bible Pictures 


Christian Herald 
National Bible Picture Study 
UR plan is to present a series of 30 
messes for which the public will 
Rnd the most suitable Bible verses. 
1,001 cash rewards are offered to give a 
concrete goal toward which to work—first 
rize is $1,000.00_in cash—but the gain in 
fn creased Bible knowledge and insight can- 
not be valued ! 
Up above we show Pic- 
ture No.1 in the Study. 
Here te the right is the ref- 
erence book of the Study, 
called Internationai Bi- 
ble Readings —a short jj 
collection of only about } 
2,000 Bible verses, from {f 
which all must raake their 
selections. ou are not 
asked to search the whole 
Bible, Only the verses in- 
Bible i adings will be 
e ° 





Bible Readings will 
ace epte as answers 
the pictures. The mat 
fitting verse for the above 
picture andjall 30 pictur 
must be found in this litel 
booklet of verses. 


Aside from its use in the Study nie will prize Ins 
ternat aegel Bible Readings our life, for it 
is a word-for-word presentation of the Bible verses 
which comprise the International Sunday School 
Lessons, Daily Home Bible Rea lane and Golden 
‘Texts for December, 1917, and January, February, 
March and Apri\, 1918—compiled by the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee. hat a help and in- 
spiration for a School scholars and teachers ! 





Here to the left is the 
Answer Book, in — 
you will write and sub 
mit the Bible verses you 
choose from Interna- 
tional Bible Readings 
as best fitting the 30 pic- 
tures. Think how your 
eereting of the pictures, 
your selection of the most 
appropriate verses from 
the reference book, and 
your act of writing them 
down will impress the 
verses lastingly upon 
your memory! And mean- 
time yourfascinating task 
may be winning a large 
cash prize! Competition 

P in the Study without ex- 
pense is possible ‘ender the rules, which are given 
tree upon request. 


All 30 Pictures 


will appear in Christian Herald, the interdenomi- 
national weekly home magazine, and we guaran- 
tee that all eho accept the remarkable special 
offer below will receive all 30 pictures, as well as 
the complete Study Outfit—there will be nothing 
more to secure at any time. 

In receiving the Christian Herald for 10 weeks, 
too, you will realize why more than 300,000 families 
love it. It will have wonderful features, enthrall- 
ing’ stories, ipepicing pages of pictures, articles 
and poems. Take advantage of our special offer 
atonce. The great Study is just beginning ! 


All For 


35¢ 








The complete National 
Bible Picture 5) 
Outfit, consisting of 
International Bible 
Readings and the An- 
swer Book, with all 30 
pictures, in order. 
Also the Christian 
Herald (special half F 
price offer) — 10 con- or.New 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer- Meeting 


By Robert E. Speer 





February 3. Christian Duty and Privilege. 
Il. Winning Others to Christ. John 1: 
35-46. (Consecration meeting. Christian 
Endeavor Decision Day.) 

February 10. What My Church Stands For. 
1 Pet. 2: 9-12. (May be led by the pas- 
tor.) 

February 17. What My Church Is 
1 Thess. 1 : 2-8. 


Doing. 
(May be led by the pas- 


tor.) 
February 24. The Power of the Cross in Asia. 
Psa. 96 : 1-13. 


Sunday, January 27 
Christian Endeavor Goals and How to 
Reach Them (Rom. 12: 1-13) 
(Christian Endeavor Day). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Winning others (Acts 8: 26-40). 
Tues.—Training (Rom. 12: 3-8). 
Wed.—Fellowship (2 Cor. 6: 1-18). 
Thurs.—Confession (1 John 2: 21-29). 
Fri.—Worship (Isa. 12: 1-6). 




















tinuous weeks Subscribers oaly 
a Se See ee eee eee ee eee ee ee eee ee 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, 121 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 

Gentlemen enclose 35 cents, for which se nd me 
the Christian Herald for ro weeks, and mail me at 
once the complete $5,000.00 National Bible Picture 
Study Outfit, International Bible Readings and 
the Answer Book, with rules and full directions. 





Sat.—Consecration (Psa. 40: 1-11). 





What Christian Endeavor goal most appeals 
to you? Why? 
Why should church-membership be a goal? 
Why should definite service be a goal? 


INNING Oruers.— The endless 

chain letter business is a foolish and 
wicked abomination, but the endless 
chain of personal life-winning is the 
essential method of propagating and per- 
petuating Christianity. Writing a letter 
or ten letters in the chain is an easy 
thing but useless, But speaking to one 
person and then another and never let- 
ting them go out of thought and effort 
and prayer is a very hard thing, and the 


best people to be won.and to do the |; 
twinning are young people. 


Don’t delay. “Do a deed of friendship 
that will commend. Christ to-day. 


bd 


Training.—Life itself in God’s hands 
is always training us, but there is self- 


| training to do. We do it by Bible study. 


ach of us ought to be getting daily 
some fresh help and strength out of the 
Bible. How long has it been since we 
read Nehemiah and saw how in that day 
the work of reconstruction such as ‘our 
world needs to-day was taken up by an 
earnest man? How long since we have 
read the First Epistle of John and 
thought on sin and forgiveness and 
brotherly love? Are we learning daily 
more about prayer, and is God more fa- 


| miliar to us than He was? 


Don’t stand still in grace. 
in the knowledge of our Lord. 

Fellowship—Do we know it with the 
living and the dead in such measure as 
Skrine subtly suggests in his dedica- 
tion of his book on school-teaching to 
Edward Thring the Schoolmaster? 


“ Shepherd, the tender and strong, 
Giver of life for ithe sheep, 
Thou the wide meadows among, 

Under thy pastoral steep. 
Twice seven winters, how long, 
Sleepest the labourer’s sleep. 


But grow 


“Sleepest? O Heart that we knew, 
Tameless and tender and stern, 
Shepherd-heart,—how shall the dew, 

Frore over funeral urn, 
Still the live beats that anew 
Beat in thy children and burn? 


How true is our fellowship with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ, 
and with his other sons and daughters? 

Confession.—There are two kinds of 
confessings. One is of the thiags that 
ought not to have been done. One is 
of the Person that ought to be followed. 
We need both sorely. There has been a 


| deal of wrong- -doing in the past by men 
| and by nations that ought in these tragic 


days to be acknowledged and repented of. 
And we all need to come back from our 
false leaders and follow the true One. 


Some day we- shall want to be con- 
fessed: Prepare for it (Matt. 10: 32). 

W orship.—I£ we could achieve this 
goal all the others would be won. One 
verse tells -the whole story. and makes 
the whole appeal. It is the verse over 
the chancel in the ‘college chapel at 
Princeton, “Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness.” 


Consecration—True worship melts 
into consecration, Fanny Crosby cen- 
tered them both in the best of all her 
hymns: 


“I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy 


voice, 
And it told Thy love to me; 
But I long to rise in the arms of faith, 
And be closer drawn to Thee. 
Refrain: 
“ Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord, 
To the cross where Thou hast died, 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer, blessed 
Lord, 
To Thy precious, bleeding side. 


“ Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord, 
By the power of grace divine; 


Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, | 


And my will be lost in Thine. 
“There are depths of love that I cannot 


now 
Till I cross the narrow sea, 
There are heights of joy that I may not 
reach 
Till I rest in peace with Thee.” 


The most fatal vice in.a Christian is 
to be self-satisfied. Leave nothing un- 
changed. Find even a new Christ. 
There is only one and He is the same 
always in Himself, but He is to be 
something new each day to us. 


“Come, my soul, thou must be waking, 
Day is breaking.” 


On this new day I need new manna. 
A larger life calls to me, 
New York City. 


(Lesson for Jan. 27) JANUARY 12, 1918 








‘What about your 
boy or girl 


What are you doing to develop their 
minds and talent? Don’t leave it all to 
the schools. Especially when they reach 
age and high school age, they need 

tesh, wholesome outside reading that 

interests and enthuses them. St. Nicholas 
Magazine for boys and girls comes new 
every month, chock-full of things fasci- 
nating and instructive. It has stories, 
articles on travel, outdoor sports, a young 
folks review of what is going on in the 
world, nature and science. It has the 
famous St. Nicholas League competitions 
in prose and verse composition, drawing 
and photography. St. Nicholas is cheer- 
ful and wholesome. It helps to give the 
right outlook on life and cultivate love 
for good reading. Many famous people 
have said that St. Nicholas had a sduaala 
influence on their lives. 

Give your girl or boy up to 18 years 
old this same influence, It costs less than 
a cent a day—only $3 for a year’s sub- 
scription. Send check or money order to. 


ST NICHOLAS 


Sor girls and boys 
Room 1230, 353 Fourth Ave., New York 

















Answer the farmer’s big questions: 
How can I have my ig quest vie 
least expense? can the wie 
have pany of oe peepetabios 5 or 
the home tab 


IRON AGE "Combine! | 


=o. $0 
combing. 


J tone Teed 


wre tat 
Bateman M’f’gCo.,Box §7C, Grenloch,N.J., 


The Gospel of Mark: 
An Exposition 
By Charles R. Erdman, D.D. 
Princeton Theclogical Seminar} 


LIMP CLOTH COVER 60 CENTS NET 


From the Foreword 


“Mark is the Gospel for youth ; it is 
so brief, so vivid, so stirring, so strong; 
and these same qualities adapt the story 
to the active, restless, vigorous spirit 
of the whole modern worl 


“It represents our Lord as the 
mighty, wonder-working Son of God, 
and thus bears a special message to an 
age which needs a word of divine au- 
thority, and a new vision of the pres- 
ent, limitless, redeeming power of 
Christ. 


“It is a story of service, and is in 
harmony with the heroism and self- 
sacrifice which illumine these dark 
years of. cruel suffering, as it pictures 
to us the Servant of God who came 

‘not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.’ 


Just this Foreword Makes You Want the Book 


Another Book by Dr. Erdman: 


The Gospel of John: 


An Exposition 
Invaluable in a Study of the Gospels 
PRICE, 60 CENTS NET 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication 
(The.W estminster Press) 
Headquarters, PHILADELPHIA: Witherspoon Bldg. I 
d "Ge Losin San Fr iamelacos _ ean 

ogee 


One Hundred - 

Red-Hot Arguments 
against the Liquor Traffic, 
that will Stand the Test 


These advertisements were prepared 
by Charles Stelzle, who has made an 
exhaustive study of the liquor problem 
in all of its phases, and the arguments 
used have been thoroughly tried out 
in many public forum discussions—and 
there was no ‘‘come-back."’ 





ails 











Use them in your local campaigns— 
they will make votes against 
the saloon 


They will be sent to you without ex- 
pense, on condition that you. organize 
a committee whose business it will be 
to see that they are printed in the ad- 
vertising columns of your local dail 

or weekly newspapers—or that you will 
ccnstitute yourself such a committee. 


Write for particulars and sample ad- 
vertisements. 


Strengthen America Campaign 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
105 East 22nd Street, - - + New York, N. Y. 

















A New "Wear-Well" Binding 
will stand a year's rough usage 
Gist of the Lesson 


By R. A. TORREY 
reliable vest- 
ion. 








A NEW BOOK. 
CaMILIAR 80 SONGS OF THE 
GOSPEL. No.lor2. Round 

or Shape notes. B Tae’ hundred; samples, Sc each. 
songs. words an d masie. No. 1 and 2com & 
hundred, 10c @ copy. ©. 6, 6, GRORETT, Fort Wayne, ind. 





